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SERVING CLEOBURY COUNTRY                                                         MAY 2024 

A LOW CRIME AREA?
This is a low crime area. I know 
such a c la im wi l l ge t a 
hysterical  reception from those 
who can remember a burglary 
years ago, but by national 
standards we have little to 
complain about. Until I was 
driving home from my lady 
love’s place one Saturday 
morning last month and waited 
for two police cars coming 
from Kidderminster with a full 
display of blue flashing lights 
and sirens. 
   Turned off the High Street for 
home and there was a parade 
of the same colours parked up 
Love Lane. I counted seven, 
including a dog van, but my 
son counted nine with two of 
them moving around. Armed 
police in Cleobury? Blimey!
   Little has been heard, but I 
gather a shotgun was removed 
from a flat in  Steeple Close and 
a man with a record arrested. 
There was a report in ‘Private 
Eye’ at this time about a man 
escaping from prison in Suffolk 

and being searched for. Was 
this the man? I wish I knew.

A rare sight. A fleet of police 
cars assembled in pursuit of a 
local fugitive. They got him.
   Almost a week later there was 
a minor scare when a couple 
went into the Co-op store for a 
supply of alcohol and couldn’t 
pay. They were asked to leave, 
to put it politely.
   Out on the Ludlow Road they
got a bus to stop and the lady 
got on board but couldn’t pay, 
nor could her companion. He 
became noisy and threatening, 
but the driver would not move 
until the police arrived and 
took the couple into custody. 
Did I say this was a low crime 
area? Maybe.

OUR FAVOURITE - 
GOOD NEWS

Let’s give you something worth 
your attention in the coming 
weeks and months. Like the 
return of the ‘Festival at the 
Edge’ to Hopton Court over the 
weekend of July 19-20th.
   It’s all about speech, spoken 
or sung in a variety of ways 
and with all sorts of musical 
instruments to accompany the 
sound and expression. A great 
weekend to look forward to. 
More details on Page 48.
   More immediate is the town’s 
D-Day commemoration on 
June 6th, the 80th anniversary 
of the landing in Europe and 
the drive towards victory in 
Europe. It will be a day of 
memories and respect for those 
who gave.
   And on June 22nd we have 
the Cleobury Festival, when the 
town will buzz from 12.00 noon 
until the licensed premises 
close. Activities centred around 
the sports field and the Sports 
and Social Club. Enjoy!
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Victoria Allen 
Funeral Services 

 
 

An Independent Family Business offering a  
Personal and Professional Service  

 
Over 25 years’ Experience 

 
Competitively Priced 

 
Private Chapel of Rest 

 
Golden Charter Pre-Paid Funeral Plans 

 
Covering All Areas 

 
Home Visits Available 

 
 

01584 879035 
24 Hour Service 

 
 
 

8 Charlton Rise, Ludlow, Shropshire, SY8 1ND 
www.vallenfuneralsludlow.co.uk 

Email: vafs@btinternet.com 
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Ladies who share energy for a 
good cause, Kathie and Bev.

See Page 9.

Happy Birthday Cleobury 
Wash House 10 years old!

See Page 29.

Bill’s Quality Engineering.
He’s learned a lot in 50 plus 

years. See Page 57.
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Michael Coombes 
Roofing & Building Maintenance. 

 

Complete Re-roofing, Roof repairs, Pointing & Chimney repairs. 
Slabbing & Brick work 

Wall & Floor Tiling 
Painting & Decorating 

 

Over 20 Years experience in the Cleobury area. 

Call Michael on 07854 047413 

Supplying kiln dried logs in 3 convenient load sizes: a bag, a pickup load or a 
transit/trailer load. We also stock nets of kindling.

We are Ready to Burn accredited and offer free delivery within 10 miles.
Logs are between 8-10 inches in length and are kiln dried to 20% or less moisture content.

** Summer promotion – discount on prices for orders placed between 1st June 2023 and 
31st August 2023 **

For prices, availability or to place an order, please contact us on

01584 891307 or 07518 810269
B Price Forestry, The Workshop, Bitterley, Ludlow, Shropshire, SY8 3HW
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Clarion Clippings  -  The Local News

CLOWS TOP
GARDEN CLUB

We have two events in May. 
On the 10th we will be holding 
our annual Plant Sale and 
Coffee Morning. Held as usual 
in Clows Top Victory Hall at 10 
am - 12 Noon. Come along and 
find a bargain! Also on offer 
will be tea, coffee and home 
made cake. 
   Our first garden visit of the 
season takes place this month. 
This will be to Coddington 
Vi n e y a r d G a r d e n , n e a r 
Ledbury. We will meet on May 
22nd at 6pm in the Hall car 
park to share cars. As well as a 
vineyard (tours and tasting are 
a v a i l a b l e s e p a r a t e l y ) 
Coddington has a garden 
worth visiting. There are 
terraces, wildflowers and a 
woodland walk. Also on offer 
is a large pond with a stream 
and associated planting. No 
garden visit is complete 
without tea and cakes, and this 
one is no exception. The price 
for entry +tea is £12.
  Elva will be pleased to 
answer any questions and 
book you on the visit.  Call her 
01299 832288.
Judith Lawson

THE BREAKFAST 
CLUB

Dr Tim Blackburn, a consultant 
in Facial Reconstruction and 
C o s m e t i c S u r g e r y a t 
Manchester Royal Infirmary, 
was our speaker for the April 
m e e t i n g . H e h a s b e e n 
practicing medicine for thirty 
years specialising in facial 
surgery.
  He outlined the progress 
made in this area since his 

j u n i o r d a y s w h e n 
measurements were taken 
using a plastic ruler! Now 
c o m p u t e r s a r e u s e d t o 
c a l c u l a t e p r e c i s e 
measurements and generate 
images to aid the surgeons.
  He illustrated his talk with 
video interviews and graphic 
photographs (with the express 
consent of the patients it 
should be said) and explained 
the detailed and precise work 
t o r e c o n s t r u c t o r e v e n 
‘manufacture’ bones and 
produce prostheses benefitting 
patients affected by congenital 
conditions, cancer surgery, and 
trauma.  He also described 
other methods for rebuilding 
skin and flesh.
   Today, emphasis is very 
much geared to the outcome 
the patient wishes to prioritise 
rather than assume what’s best 
for them. For instance, one 
young woman with a rare 
condition wasn’t concerned 
with her appearance as she 
was blind but wanted more 
than anything to be able to kiss 
her boyfriend and drink a cup 
o f c o f f e e ! A l s o , g re a t e r 
emphasis is placed on inter-
disciplinary co-operation and 
consultation. For instance, 
departments such as oncology, 
dentistry, psychiatry are 
f r e q u e n t l y i n v o l v e d i n 
treatment planning. 
  It was a fascinating and 
h u m b l i n g t a l k a n d a l l 
members were in awe of and 
very appreciative of his work 
for the NHS.
  For details of the Breakfast 
Club please contact Angela 
Drennan on 01299 270636.
Diane Waddington 

HOPTON WAFERS 
QUIZ NIGHT

Hopton Wafers Village Hall 
have a Quiz Night booked for 
Friday May 17th. The doors 
open at 6.30 and the quiz will 
start at 7.00. Teams of four 
with the cost at £10.00 apiece 
that includes a Chilli Con 
Carne baked potato supper or 
there will be a vegetarian 
option if you prefer -  let them 
know if you want that.
   Bring your own drinks, so 
you won’t be disappointed at 
t h e c h o i c e . B o o k i n g i s 
essential, by email to Maria at
hoptonwafersevents@gmail.co
or call 07970 910 348
   There will be a collection of 
packaged or tinned food for 
the Cleobury Food Bank. No 
fresh food, thank you.

VICTORY HALL, 
CLOWS TOP

Our recent barn dance and 
quiz night were a fantastic 
success. 10 teams for the quiz 
night and 50 people for the 
barn dance means we have 
already planned duplicate 
events for later in the year. 3 
new enthusiastic committee 
members means that the work 
load has been shared.
   Our next event is a quiz 
night on Friday 17th; 7.15pm 
start £2.50 per person and 
teams up to 6. Ring Steve on 
07738014884 for tickets. That 
will be followed by an equine 
table top event on Saturday the 
15th, 10.30am to 1.30pm. 10 
pounds per table; one pound 
entrance. For tables ring Julia 
on 07941899624.
  Food and refreshments 
available at both events.
Steve Woodison

mailto:hoptonwafersevents@gmail.co
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Find Your Smile at Cleobury Dental Practice   
Whether you’re looking for dental implants to replace missing teeth, invisible braces for a straighter smile, boosting 

your confidence with teeth whitening or a dedicated dentist for your regular care, you can find it all here in the 
heart of historic Cleobury Mortimer.  

• Modern, state of the art facilities and the latest dental technology 

• Free car parking adjacent to the practice and step-free access to our dentists’ surgeries 

• Enjoy private dental care from just 47p per day with our membership plans 

• Highly experienced in helping those with dental phobias 

Services Provided 

• Tooth-Coloured (White) Fillings  

• Sedation for Anxious Patients  

• Teeth Straightening with Braces and Invisalign  

• Dental Implants (Replacement of Missing Teeth) 

• Emergency Appointments Slots Available (first 
come first served) 

• Hygienist Services  

• Private and NHS Care (NHS subject to capacity) 

5-6 Talbot Square 
Cleobury Mortimer 

DY14 8BQ 
Free car parking available in the town centre car park  

Opening Hours 

Mon, Tue, Wed and Fri 9am-5pm 

Thu 9am-7pm  

Saturdays by appointment only 

Tel: 01299 271 747 

www.cleoburydental.co.uk 
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CMFA AGM
A touch of privilege here, as I 
am an honorary life member of 
the Footpath Association and 
d o n ’ t h a v e t o p a y f o r 
membership. So the least I owe 
is to sit in at the Annual 
General Meeting and see that 
all’s well. It is. 
  30 years old this year the 
membership is a healthy 79 and 
they organise walks locally and 
at distant locations once a year. 
The atmosphere at the Golf 
Club was friendly and most of 
the committee were re-elected, 
which means members are 
happy at the way things are 
done or they’re all related to 
one another.  
   The exception on committee 
re-election was Susan Sharpe, 
who has been an outstanding 
worker for the walking cause. 
The chairman praised her work 
and asked the members to 
agree her election as a life 
member; passed with no 
d i s s e n t a n d a r o u n d o f 
applause in appreciation of 
much work done. 
   30 minutes later more 
members arrived and a very 
fine dinner was served, to 
round off the evening in an 
atmosphere of friendship. 30 
years on and still an example of 
a club well run and friendly.
Jim Reynolds

THE NEARLY DEAD 
POETS’ SOCIETY

A modest gathering of poets in 
March, with a birthday party 
taking precedence in one case 
and illness in others. Winter’s 
last swipe as she bid goodbye?
   The response was a positive 
one, with members reading 
t h e i r o w n w o r k s p l u s 
favourites from Tennyson, and 

Betty Hughes plus a selection 
of animal subjects. We are 
never short of ideas, including 
the choice of ‘Fairies’ as the 
subject for the April work. We 
meet at the library on Tuesday 
May 28th, accommodating the 
Spring Bank Holiday before 
hearing what we all have to 
offer.
Jim Reynolds    

A SUMMER BALL
Cleobury Mortimer Rugby 
Football Club are running a 
fundraising Summer Ball for 
the town's club. 
  The Ball will be a 'formal 
dress' event with a DJ and a 
live five-piece swing band, 
prosecco reception, three course 
meal, with table service and a 
bar and dancing running well 
into the night. 
  This will take place at the 
Parish Hall at 7.00 on Saturday 
June 29th and will be a ticket 
only event. The price will be 
£65 per head and tickets are 
now available on a 'first come 
first served' basis to the public. 
   You have an opportunity to 
pull a table of friends and 
family together around a meal 
table to have a fabulous get 
together in the middle of this 
s u m m e r a l o n g s i d e o t h e r 
members of our community.
  To apply for tickets please 
e m a i l 
CMRFC.secretary@gmail.com 
as soon as possible. You will 
then be sent an application 
form with payment details for 
t i c k e t s a n d h a v e t h e 
opportunity to secure available 
places. Tickets will be sent once 
payment has been received and 
nearer to the event.
Mark Holbourn
Hon. Club Secretary.        

CLEE HILL BIRD 
SURVEY

It’s not too late to help with the 
Bird Survey. We found seven or 
eight pairs of Curlew last year, 
and hope they have all come 
back. We need to count the 
breeding population, and 
monitor the outcome of nesting 
attempts, to see if any young 
fledge. If you see or hear a 
Curlew, please tell us.
  We would also like to know if 
you see or hear any Lapwing, 
Kestrel or Cuckoo, or see 
evidence of breeding Red Kite, 
please. If you’ve seen or heard 
any of these species, please 
don’t assume we know about 
them. Please report all your 
observations, especially any 
Curlew “the most important 
bird conservation priority in 
the UK”
  Contact Chris Bargman on 
0 1 2 9 9 2 7 0 5 1 4 , o r e m a i l : 
chcwg@shropscwgs.org.uk)
Leo Smith

HOPTON WAFERS 
PARISH COUNCIL

The Annual Parish Meeting will 
be held on Saturday May 18th 
at 6.00pm in Doddington 
Village Hall.
  All parishioners are invited to 
attend from 6pm when light 
refreshments will be served and 
there will be opportunities to 
meet your Councillors and 
other parishioners.  This event 
will be attended by Cleobury 
First Responders, Christians 
A g a i n s t P o v e r t y a n d 
demonstrations on reporting 
highways issues such as 
potholes and Speed Watch.   
Come and meet the Parish 
Councillors who represent 
you.   

mailto:CMRFC.secretary@gmail.com
mailto:chcwg@shropscwgs.org.uk
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YOUR 
HAIR 

IS 
OUR 

BEST 
ADVERT 

PPD FREE  -  PARABEN FREE  -  SULPHATE FREE  -  CRUELTY FREE 
 
“Red Ha e o  offe s a p i ate hai d essi g oo .  Perfect for 

those wanting o e p i acy, peace a d uiet“ 
 

45 HIGH STREET 
CLEOBURY MORTIMER 

WWW.REDHARESALON.CO.UK 
 

01299 270702 

			

	

31	High	St.				Cleobury	Mortimer			DY14	8DQ		
	 	 																				

	

 
	

We	offer	both	CHIROPRACTIC	and	OSTEOPATHY,	
using	gentle	methods	suitable	for	all	ages.			

Appointments	available	outside	of	normal	working	hours.		
Both	practitioners	are	fully	registered,	insured	&	regulated.	

	
	

*		BACK	PAIN		*		SCIATICA		*		POSTURAL	PROBLEMS		
*		JOINT	PAIN		*		HEADACHES	(arising	from	the	neck)		

*	Some	SPORTS	INJURIES		
	

	 PLUS		 *	COMPUTER	(DSE)	WORKSTATION	ASSESSMENTS	
								 										 *	BACK	CLASS	–	Weekly	exercise	class	for	those	with		
	 	 	 	 back/neck	pain.	

   

 
	

	

Sue	Brown	
MA	MSc	DC	MMCA	
CHIROPRACTOR	

www.notjustaboutbackpain.com	 www.jsosteopaths.co.uk	

01299	519351		/		07932	000028		/		07506		287191	
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UPHOLSTERY & INTERIORS 
 

Rosemary Jones 
Mob: 07837 609229 

Phone: 01584 861823 
Email: info@charltoninteriors.com 

 
www.charltoninteriors.com 

MOBILE FOOT HEALTH CARE                      
A thorough nail and foot care     

treatment in the comfort of your own 
home. Registered and Insured 

practitioner.   
 Karen  F H Di,  RFH  

07378 122788

PURRING PARTNERS

Bev and Kathie, great friends you 
can meet at any town event as they 

raise funds for needy cats.
They say ‘You can’t choose your 
family, but you can choose your 
friends!’ If you find ‘true 
friends’ they are like Angels - 
Treasure them!
   In 2017, I met Bev and we hit it 
off straight away. Our biggest 
passion was our love of animals. 
We d e c i d e d t o b e c o m e 
Volunteer Fundraisers for our 
wonderful, registered charity 
‘Newbridge Cat Rescue & 
Rehoming Centre’ in Cleobury.
Our missions were to raise as 
much money as possible for our 
charity; to make people smile; to 
promote loving all animals and 

to promote our supportive local 
businesses
  We phoned companies for 
donations and researched 
p o t e n t i a l v e n u e s t o g o 
fundraising. We were delighted 
to be accepted by many local 
venues and we received great 
support from local shops and 
businesses. In 2019, we added 3 
additional volunteers, our Kimi 
the Owl, Wiggy the Hen and 
Little Miss Daisy the Miniature 
Shetland Pony. They always 
make everybody smile!
  In 2020, I suffered a massive 
brain seizure, lost my speech 
and my mobility. During such 
traumatic times in life, a ‘friend’ 
will vanish. A ‘true friend’ will 
stay beside you and help you 
through ‘the new’ version of 
your life. My ‘Purr-fect Partner’, 
my Bev became one of my 
carers. She takes me out in my 
wheelchair to continue to do 
w h a t I l o v e m o s t , o u r 
fundraising!
  Marion and Mike have worked 
so hard for 16yrs, caring for the 
cats in their care and have 
successfully rehomed 100s of 
cats.   
  As Fundraisers, for 2024 we are 
still evolving with new ideas 
and venues. It’s lovely to be 
recognised by our supporters in 
o u r v e r y f r i e n d l y, l o c a l 
community! Please join our 

Facebook page ‘Fundraisers for 
Newbridge Cat Rescue’
   To donate online, volunteer or 
r e h o m e a c a t v i s i t 
www.ncrrhc.weebly.com
Kathie Rowbotham
PUSH BACK AGAINST 

POVERTY
Starting a small business can 
bring in money for good 
nutrition, health and education 
for people living in poverty.
  CHRISTIAN AID and their 
partners can provide loans and 
training to help workers start a 
profitable business.
   Look up Aline’s story on line 
at  christianaid.org.uk Your help 
is desperately, needed please 
donate on line  or give with our 
church collections.
  Join in the task of making our 
world a fairer, safer place for us 
all to live.

 CHRISTIAN AID 
WEEK MAY 12th to 18th

——————————
COFFEE MORNING

A reminder that there’s a coffee 
morning at 10.00 on Saturday 
the 25th at Shaunah Murrell’s 
house, 8 Catherton Close.  
In a id of Stot tesdon and 
Cleobury Hospice Support 
Group.
 

http://www.ncrrhc.weebly.com
http://christianaid.org.uk/
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Call me now to find out how I can help

07966366505

Do you have a Will? Never managed to get it 
written?

07966366505  | Info@thewillwritinggroup.co.uk | www.thewillwritinggroup.co.uk

I’m Stephanie

Writing your Will and planning for later life can feel like a daunting process...

It doesn’t have to be! 
I guide you through the process of writing your Will and Lasting Powers of Attorney

Electrical installations from domestic to 
commercial and industrial no job to big or small.  

Over 16 years experience.  
Local family run business.  

Contact: Phone 07872498829  
               Email lee.leapelectrical@gmail.com 
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AN ICY EXPERIENCE
March 1st was not a nice day, 
with temperature low and low 
cloud threatening snow as Tina 
and I set out to deliver the 
Clarion. It was grim and I 
decided to head for home early 
and finish the job next day. 
Slightly better on the 2nd and 
we headed for Clee Hill to 
make one more delivery. 
   Tina, always keen to get the 
job done, was out of the car 
and taking an armful of 
magazines when she found  ice 
and went down hard. Her cries 
for help made it clear she was 
in pain. The kind man from 
Clee Hill Stores helped me get 
her into the car and rather than 
wait for an ambulance we 
drove gently to Worcester 
Royal hospital. It took a long 
t i m e t o g e t h e l p a n d a 
wheelchair to book her into 
A&E at about 4.00 and she was 
X-rayed at 11.00 to be told 
she’d fractured her hip. I drove 
home wondering how serious 
it was going to be for a 
working dancer and teacher.
   She was operated on the next 
day - good old NHS - and her 
only problems were the aching 
hip and later the food. She was 
in there for almost two weeks 
as the hip got slowly better 
and the food didn’t. The lady 
does know about diets and 
cooking and welcomed the 
offer of chips as a change from 
a variety of dishes she found 
inedible. The chips came 
swimming in gravy with two 
sachets to add to its appeal. It 
went back untouched. 
   I’m not trying to have a 
moan about hospital food in 
general, but Tina could see that 
in there the diet that made so 
many patients obese could be 

addressed with simple but 
better food. All the other 
patients she spoke to agreed. If 
cheese and tomato rolls made 
by me were welcomed, it tells 
you a lot about the official 
grub.
   I was amazed that after 
h a v i n g a n o p e r a t i o n o n 
Sunday she was walking 
g e n t l y o n Tu e s d a y. S h e 
progressed from there and on 
one visit to the loo she was 
striding out with a walking 
frame and the nurse was 
struggling to keep up.  
   When she was allowed home 
i t t o o k h o u r s f o r t h e 
paperwork to be completed 
before I could drive her back to 
C l e o b u r y , w h e r e a n 
appointment had been made 
for a District Nurse to visit and 
check that all was well and the 
facilities up to the job of coping 
with an OAP. When the lady 
arrived, she sat and chatted to 
a friendly type she assumed 
was there to look after the 
OAP.  The friendly lady was 
Tina, in her usual sociable 
mood and very pleased to be 
mistaken for a carer when she 
was the patient. Laughter and 
amazement all round.
   She’s not a good patient, 
more an impatient. When she 
was looking frustrated at not 
taking her weekly dance and 
fitness class, I suggested I take 
her down to the Market Hall to 
meet the ladies she teaches and 
chat to them. Silly me. She was 
greeted with warmth and put 
on eastern music to support 
her as she led them. Quite a 
female phenomenon.
   What Tina would like to do is 
thank all the people who sent 
cards and flowers to hospital 
and then her home. Bless you 
all.

  A little more about Tina and 
the work she does to help the 
mature amongst us to keep fit.
   She teaches the Birth Dance, 
which has ancient traces as far 
back as pre-biblical times, an 
art form that has aided women 
i n b o t h p r e g n a n c y a n d 
childbirth. Is this dancing safe 
and beneficial? Nolan and 
Godwin’s study of 2022 had 
two expert panels agreeing 
that the movements were safe.
   Tina explains: “In contrast to 
other conventional dance and 
exercise forms, which impose 
m o v e m e n t u p o n t h e 
individual, this ancient dance 
forms an intrinsic power 
within one, which exposes self-
expression, creativity and 
boosts energy levels.
   The movements improve 
muscle tone, including core 
muscles and those supporting 
i n t e r n a l o r g a n s . T h e y 
strengthen the pelvic floor, 
ease back pains and help to 
deal with a wide variety of 
physical problems. They are 
suitable for all, irrespective of 
age, size, health or fitness 
levels.”
   Tina pioneered this ancient 
dance in the UK in 1974 and 
has been described as the 
Mother of the Dance. She still 
teaches, her remarkable energy 
a testimony to how effective an 
ancient practice is today. 
   She leads dance classes in the 
Market Hall on Thursdays, 
from 7.30 until 8.00, and will 
provide gentle exercise classes 
for seniors at Saint Mary’s 
Place community centre from 
2.00 to 3.00 on Thursdays.
   She’s on 01299 272882 or 
tina.hobin1@gmail.com
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Unit 1, Hillocks Farm, 
Cleobury Mortimer, DY14 0EB. 

Email: mikeytwonames@icloud.com 
Tel: 01299 213558  
Mobile: 07513 821616  

IRENA’S FOOT CLINIC

º Nail trimming

º Ingrowing toenail treatment

º Fungal infection treatment

º Nail reconstruction

º Callus reduction

º Corn removal

º Athletes Foot treatment

º Verruca and wart treatment


OVER 30 YEARS EXPERIENCE AS A QUALIFIED FOOT HEALTH CARE PRACTITIONER 

PROFESSIONAL TREATMENT IN THE COMFORT OF YOUR OWN HOME OR MY SURGERY

	 	 	 	 CONTACT IRENA ON 01299 270212 and 07789070629 
1 FURLONGS ROAD, CLEOBURY MORTIMER DY14 8AR 
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LUDLOW DUCK RACE
From 11am on Bank Holiday 
Monday, 27 May, some 2,000 
bright yellow plastic ducks will 
be launched from Dinham 
Bridge to race down the River 
Teme. This fun event is being 
arranged by Ludlow Rotary 
Club to raise funds for Ludlow 
Rotary Cares , the c lub ’s 
community grants scheme, 
  There will be four duck races. 
Everyone who sponsors a duck 
for £2, will have the chance of 
winning £100 if theirs is the 
first across the winning line.
  There will be plenty of 
opportunity to cheer on the 
ducks from the banks of the 
river on the day. The races will 
a l so be f i lmed to watch 
afterwards on the Ludlow 
Rotary Club website.
  Speaking about the event, 
Adrian Carter of Ludlow 
Rotary explained “Planning a 
duck race is no mean feat. The 
ducks have to be corralled into 
pens of 500 then into boxes of 
100. Each box of 100 ducks is 
then put into numbered bags, 
to make sure each ticket we sell 
is allocated to a duck. When all 
sorted, they are stored in bags 
ready for the big day. We also 
have to ensure that all the 
ducks are collected at the end of 
each race. During this process 
we expect there to be a lot of 
cleaning of ducks, laughing and 
counting.”
  Ducks are available to sponsor 
o n l i n e a t 
www.ludlowrotaryclub.org.uk, 
by using the QR code on the 
posters displayed around the 
town, or from the Rotary stall 
in the market place on Sunday 
26 May. 
Barry Forrester

IN PRAISE OF…
I w o u l d l i k e t o s h o w 
appreciation for the swift 
attention recently from Lower 
Street Garage.
  A week or so back my wife 
and I set out to Kidderminster 
when a red light appeared on 
the dashboard accompanied by 
a "beeping" sound. As all car 
drivers know, the average car 
dashboard bears a strong 
resemblance to the control 
panel of the Starship Enterprise 
from Star trek.
   "What shall we do now?" was 
our first thought and after 
about two seconds debate we 
turned round, pulled up on the 
front of Lower Street Garage, 
went to reception and asked if 
i t would be possible for 
someone to please take a look?
  Sarah, the receptionist 
(apologies if I got your name 
wrong) said "I'll see if anyone's 
free" and shouted down to the 
workshop; within five minutes, 
Kieran accompanied by a 
young lady whose name I 
didn't catch came up and 
carried out a diagnostic check 
and a test drive. The reason for 
the red light and "beeping" was 
that the handbrake was on the 
first notch and had not been 
ful ly re leased. Two very 
embarrassed 70 somethings; 
"Never mind, your handbrake 
actually does need  adjusting, 
I'll do it now" said Kieran 
 10 minutes later, with the 
handbrake ad justed, two 
sl ightly less embarrassed 
customers asked for the bill: 
£12:76.(I kid you not!!) Can you 
imagine the response if we had 
gone to a "mainstream" garage?
"Well first of all, you will need 
to apply online and arrange an 

appointment which at the 
present time I have to tell you, 
there is a waiting time of 
around two months.”
   We are so lucky in Cleobury 
to have a brilliant garage with 
old-fashioned customer values.
I know that as usual I have 
rambled on and used 10 words 
when one would have sufficed 
but if you could summarise 
what I have written perhaps 
y o u m i g h t i n c l u d e o u r 
appreciation of Lower Street 
garage in the Clarion.
Phil Westwood
Hmmm. It’s a brave man who will 
admit to a panic over a handbrake  
warning. Lower Street Garage are 
both aware of such minor matters 
and the habit of customer panic. JR

CHURCH BEER 
FESTIVAL

Save the date! XII Holy Ales 
Beer Festival returns on 27 - 28 
September in St Mary's Church.
  Once again we will have a 
selection of beers and ciders 
available but we need your 
help too. We aim to source as 
much as possible   locally and 
are very grateful for the help of 
Hobsons Brewery organising 
our drinks but we are open to 
suggestions for food vendors, if 
you run a food van or similar 
please contact us.
  We are also hoping that local 
businesses once more will want 
to sponsor our beers and ciders, 
this year the cost is £125 per 
barrel and you get a logo on the 
barrel and by the beer in the 
programme plus a short text 
advert.
  For more information or to 
offer sponsorship please email 
sarah.lupton.church@gmail.co
m
Sarah Lupton

mailto:sarah.lupton.church@gmail.com
mailto:sarah.lupton.church@gmail.com


Cleobury Clarion - May 2024 Page 14

TLC Care at Home are a well-established family run, Home Care 
Provider who have built up an excellent reputation within our 
local communities

We have recently been rated as  OUTSTANDING  by CQC and this 
puts TLC Care at Home in the top 3% of providers in England

Professional care and support in  
your own home
Our dedicated Care Team are here to help support you with 24/7 care 
provision should it be required. At TLC Care At Home, we are dedicated 
to supporting people with wide range of needs, including Dementia, 
Acquired Brain Injury, Physical Disabilities, Learning Disabilities, 
Sensory Impairments and supporting our aging population.

Depending on your individual needs, we can offer varying degrees of 
support from young adults to very mature people. TLC Care at Home 
are here to help anyone who requires care and support to enable them 
to remain living at home for as long as it is safe to do so.

Comprehensive range of care services

• Domiciliary Care
• Palliative care
• Personal care
• 24 hour care
• Companionship
• Dementia Care
• Overnight Care
• Elderly Care

• Care for young adults
• Supporting younger people
• Domestic services: 

cleaning, cooking, washing 
and shopping

• Collections of pensions or 
prescriptions

• Trips out and about

Please contact us now for more information 01299 272 897 
Email: wecare@tlc-careathome.co.uk
Website: www.tlccareathome.com
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Clarion Clippings   -  The Local News

THANK YOU
Two months ago you kindly 
published details of grants 
available through the Ludlow 
Rotary Cares Scheme. I know 
several organisations in the 
Cleobury Country area have 
made applications and we are 
grateful for your help. The 
closing date for applications 
has passed and all applications  
will be assessed soon.  The 
successful organisations will 
be announced  next month. 
  The Club raises funds not 
only to distribute to local 
organisations through the 
Ludlow Rotary Cares Scheme 
but also to help other needy 
c a u s e s , e , g . b y s e n d i n g 
Shelterboxes (each  containing  
a large tent, handy tools, 
stoves, cooking utensi ls , 
b l a n k e t s e t c ) t o p e o p l e 
rendered homeless after a 
natural disaster such as an 
earthquake. 
  The main fund-raising event 
is Dog Day which has been 
held for the past few years at 
Stokesay Court and which you 
have publ i c i sed in pas t 
Clarions. Dog Day this year 
will be held on Sunday July 
28th and the web site for this, 
ludlowdogday.org.uk has just 
gone live   Further details 
regarding Dog Day  2024 will 

be available later for the June 
and July Clarions.
Barry Treves
MELVILLE CHURCH

Melville Church Building will 
close from May for restoration 
work to begin. While it is 
closed Melville congregation 
will still meet at various local 
venues on the Sundays. For 
more details of places we will 
meet at, please contact any of 
the members.
  Thank you to everyone who 
has donated to the Project 
following our Gift Day. Our 
next fund raising events are:
  8th May. Joint Soup Lunch 
w i t h H o p t o n C h a p e l a t 
Hopton Bank Chapel 12.30 to 
2.00
  11th May Preloved Fashion 
Show 7.00-9.30p.m at Farlow 
and Oreton Village Hall. 
Tickets £7-50 to include a raffle 
ticket and finger buffet.
  Mon 27th May 2.00 to 5.00pm 
Garden Party in aid of Melville 
restoration and CEVIC school, 
Uganda, details from Linda 
01584 89022
Ruth Downes
NEW NOTE SINGERS 

CONCERT
The Singers will be in fine 
voice again at Clee Hill Village 
Hall on Saturday, June 15th, 
starting at 7.30. This time 

they’ll be raising funds for 
Dementia UK. Tickets are £8.00 
and that includes tea or coffee 
and cakes - great value. Pay on 
the door or make sure of a seat 
by booking early on 07801 924 
035.
   The remarkable Jackie 
Handy will compere the 
evening, after a busy May 
month when she’ll be doing 
the Three Peaks Challenge on 
the 2nd and then flying out to 
Portugal to walk the 170 miles 
shorter version of the Comino 
de Santiago. 

POLICE NEWS
We have a new man heading  
our Safer Neighbouring Team. 
Inspector Damien Kelly grew 
up in this area before joining 
the Royal Air Force and later 
moved on a career in the 
police. He points out that the 
area he now oversees is a few 
square miles less than the 
Greater Manchester Police 
area. They many more people 
a n d w e h a v e 8 3 p a r i s h 
councils. I used to live up there 
but I think Mr Kelly and I 
know which is the Nic er area.
   I wish him well. He timed his 
arrival right, as one wanted 
criminal had been arrested just 
before his announcement 
arrived in the Clarion office. 
Jim Reynolds

http://ludlowdogday.org/
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DEADLINE FOR THE JUNE CLARION :   MAY 22nd
Editor and Advertising Sales: Jim Reynolds, 4 Childe Road, Cleobury 

Mortimer, Shropshire, DY 14 8PA
Tel: 01299 270642 Mobile: 07410 977 212 E:editor@cleoburyclarion.co.uk

Web: www.cleobury clarion.co.uk
Printed by Badger Print. Tel: 01952 730511

———————
Collect your Clarion in Cleobury from:  Londis, Cleoburrs, Cleobury Cafe, 

Severn Hospice Shop, Mid Counties Co-op, Purslows, The Library.
And out in the county:

Heath Farm Meats,  Clee Hill Stores, Clows Top Store, The Colliers Cafe, Sun & 
Slipper, Mamble; Hopton Bank Service Station; Ludlow Library; Fighting 

Cocks, Stottesdon; Duck Inn, Chorley; Live & Let Live, Neen Sollars; Eagle & 
Serpent, Kinlet; Parker Motors, Kinlet.

Also from the parish churches in: Cleobury Mortimer, Bayton, Doddington, 
Hopton Wafers, Neen Savage, Neen Sollars and Stottesdon.

—————————————————————————————————————

 

Comfortable and spacious pens for single or double occupancy 

fully licenced by Shropshire Council 
 

visit our website: www.purrrfectcattery.co.uk 

Contact us on: 01299 270565 or mobile: 07968 111415 

Or email: enquiries@purrrfectcattery.co.uk 

mailto:editor@cleoburyclarion.co.uk
http://clarion.co.uk
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Clarion Clippings. -  The Local News

CHURCH BEER 
FESTIVAL

Save the date! XII Holy Ales 
Beer Festival returns on 27 - 28 
September in St Mary's Church.
  Once again we will have a 
selection of beers and ciders 
available but we need your help 
too. We aim to source as much 
as possible  locally and are very 
grateful for the help of Hobsons 
Brewery organising our drinks 
but we are open to suggestions 
for food vendors, if you run a 
food van or similar please 
contact us.
  We are also hoping that local 
businesses once more will want 
to sponsor our beers and ciders, 
this year the cost is £125 per 
barrel and you get a logo on the 
barrel and by the beer in the 
programme plus a short text 
advert.
  For more information or to 
offer sponsorship please email 
S a r a h a t 
sarah.lupton.church@gmail.com
Sarah Lupton
WOULD YOU BELIEVE 

IT? No.1
Talking to a friend recently, we 
were moaning about the way 
service has almost disappeared 
f r o m t h e o p e r a t i o n o f 
companies. Like the one he 
quoted, of a letter sent by a 
large company in response to a 
letter a friend of his had sent. 
The reply stated: “We do not 
deal with letters.”
  Whoever worked out that you 
should send a letter explaining 
that you don’t deal with letters?
It’s worthy of Spike Milligan.
WOULD YOU BELIEVE 

IT? No.2
Another friend (I do have more 
than one) writes to explain that 

his insurance company has sent 
a renewal agreement that he 
cannot download. So he wrote 
to them explaining his machine 
couldn’t download their letter 
so would they please send it by 
post. A  man of mature years, he 
knows how to open an envelope 
and read their letter. 
   Nothing came, so he phoned 
and explained his problem. The 
lady at the other end asked if he 
would give his full address so 
that she could make sure that 
they sent it to the correct email 
address. He explained again 
that their email did not work 
with his machine, so he wanted 
them to send a letter, please.
   The young lady then 
explained that they didn’t send 
letters, only communicated via 
email and whatever friends that 
system has. My friend has an 
appointment to v i s i t the 
c o m p a n y i n t h e h o p e o f 
obtaining a copy of the letter in 
some legible form.

FLICKS IN THE 
STICKS  6.30 MAY 18 

(note early start)
OPPENHEIMER

  Winner of seven Oscars , 
Oppenheimer tells the story of J 
Robert Oppenheimer, tasked 
with beating the Germans in the 
race to produce an atomic bomb 
towards the end of the Second 
World War.   Nothing could 
prepare the world for the 
outcome of the greatest scientific 
gamble in history, a closely 
guarded multi-billion dollar 
military programme to end all 
war: after all, no-one could be 
trusted with such a devastating 
weapon of mass destruction – 
not even geniuses.    The movie is 
the story of how America's 

Prometheus was cast out by the 
gods for giving mankind an 
unthinkable gift: power unlike 
any other, the power to destroy 
t h e w o r l d ; t h e p o w e r o f 
Olympus.     Oppenheimer, the 
creator of the atomic bomb, was 
put on trial for his supposed 
communist ties in the past, all the 
while coming to terms with what 
it meant to change the history of 
the world for the sake of winning 
World War Two.  

CLEOBURY W.I. GIFT 
PRESENTATION

At their April meeting, members 
were delighted to see treasurer 
Val Sniadowski present a cheque 
for £500 to Liz Vanessa of the 
Cleobury and District First 
Responders, the result of W.I.  
local fundraising for the past 
year.

  More W.I. news on Page 44.

THE INTERNATIONAL 
CLARION?

Following a friendly approach 
f r o m a l o c a l l a d y w h o 
corresponds with pen friends, it 
emerged that we have a reader in 
Finland. Fortunately she has a 
good command of English and is 
happy to exchange letters about 
life where we both live. We also 
have a friend in California, who 
has contributed. I must contact 
both ladies and arrange letters!

mailto:sarah.lupton.church@gmail.com
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 SPEEDY, QUALITY DENTURE REPAIRS 
Cracked/broken dentures repaired the same day. 

A 1 HOUR service is available for when time is of the essence, just 
call to make an appointment .  

 
19 Lower Street, Cleobury Mortimer,  DY14 8AL  

Email: nevilleweaver@googlemail.com             Phone: 07973856733 
     All work undertaken by a GDC registered technician 

Denture Repairs                                                    
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Clarion Clippings  -  The Local News

Burwarton & District Agricultural Society, Burwarton, Bridgnorth WV16 6QJ 

is seeking to appoint 

 A SHOW MANAGER 
Burwarton Show is a large one-day agricultural show, held annually on the first Thursday 

in August. 
The Committee is looking for a competent and confident candidate to organise and 

manage all the behind-the-scenes preparation for Burwarton Show. 
Excellent communication and computer skills are a prerequisite.  

Applicants MUST be available full time and more for June, July and August; hours are 
flexible outside of these months. Start date will be September 2024. 

This is a salaried position. Predominantly office based in the Show Office, WV16 6QJ.  

For a detailed job specification and application instructions, please visit the Show 
website: www.burwartonshow.co.uk

http://www.ticketsource.co.uk/
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TIME TO CLEAN YOUR OVEN?
LET US DO THE JOB YOU HATE
● Ovens ● Filters ● Hobs
● Grills ● BBQs ● Ranges
● Extractors ● Microwaves ● AGAs

AS SEEN

ON TV

BEFORE AFTER

What can a Nutritionist help with?What can a Nutritionist help with?
Digestive issues
Chronic Fatigue
Sleeping issues
Painful periods
Menopause
Migraine
Type 2 Diabetes

High Cholesterol
Skin Conditions
Children's Health
Anxiety/Depression
Vegan/vegetarian diets
Weight Management
plus many more

Visit www.eatyourselfbetter.co.uk to find out more or book a free mini consultation to see what I can do to help you. 07790521636

Richard Haines 
The Worcestershire Chimney Sweep 

 Traditional & Power Sweeping Services  
 Certified Chimney Sweep  
 Insurance Recognised certificate issued  

M: 07752 116629     T: 01584 781358     E: lostcity5@hotmail.co.uk 

www.theworcestershirechimneysweep.co.uk 
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May in the Wyre Forest                                                          Linda Iles

This is the best month for dawn chorus 
walks, when you can hear a symphony of 
song from many different kinds of birds in 
woods, parks and gardens. On the May Day 
holiday (6th May this year) the sun will rise at 
5.26 am – wait until the end of the month and 
it will be nearly half an hour earlier.
It is generally the male who sings, driven by 
the imperatives of the breeding season: to 
announce their territory, deter rival males, 
attract and keep a mate. The songs can be 
very complex and evidence suggests that 
birds will sing a basic song peculiar to their 
own species but listen to, and learn from, 
others of their kind and practice to produce a 
more sophisticated version with various 
embellishments. This can result in a ‘local 
dialect’ of song. I’m doing well if I can 
identify a handful of bird songs. 

One of my favourites, which I’d noticed and 
listened to long before I knew the singer, is 
that of the Wren. This tiny bird packs a 

punch with its loud song of repeated notes 
and rapid trills: an amazing sound to come 
from a miniscule body. 
House Martins are newly arrived and will set 
to making their nests of mud under the eaves 
of houses and barns. Should the weather 
have turned dry, you can help them greatly 
by putting out trays of mud in a location safe 
from predators. 
For many birds the breeding season is 
already well-advanced. You may come across 
a baby bird looking helpless and wonder 
how you can help, and indeed whether you 
should try.  The advice of those who know, 
e.g.  Songbird Survival, is that nestlings (with 
no or few feathers) can be returned to the 
nest but fledgelings (which have feathers and 
are ready to leave the nest) are best left alone 
as a parent bird is probably feeding them. 
Also:
Keep any intervention to a minimum. 
Keep surrounding areas free of potential 
predators, particularly cats - keep your cat 
indoors where possible during this 
vulnerable season for baby birds.
If you do need to handle a bird, wear gloves 
and maintain minimum contact to minimise 
stress for the bird
Don’t try to feed and look after baby birds 
yourself – this needs specialist experience of 
a wildlife rehabilitator. Our nearest is Cuan 
Wildlife Rescue at Much Wenlock.

Linda Iles
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A!small!family!run!business!specialising!in!quality!wooden!
gates!to!suit!all!entrances.!

Visit!our!website:!www.turnersgates.co.uk!
Drop!us!an!email:!turnersgates@outlook.com!

Or!give!us!a!call!on:!01299!270!965!

• Retirement Planning 
• Family & Business Protection 

• Wealth Management  
• Investments & Savings  

           Grainger Jones your local independent financial adviser 
Grainger lives in Cleobury Mortimer giving the residents  

and surrounding areas a dependable financial planning service. 
     

 
An initial consultation is available at no charge 

To book an appointment or just have a chat, please contact Grainger below. 
 

   tel: 07974 100089      email: grainger@meridenfp.co.uk           website: www.meridenfp.co.uk 
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Cleobury Mortimer Benefice 
Church services throughout the Benefice in May 2024 

 
                                                         St Mary’s Cleobury Mortimer 

Sunday 5th May:              10.00am Family Eucharist 
                                          Sunday 12th May:     8.30am Said Eucharist 

    10.00am Parish Eucharist 
Sunday 19th May:             10.00am Parish Eucharist 
Sunday 26th May:           10.00am Parish Eucharist 

 
Every Wednesday: 10.00am Eucharist 

       Every Thursday: 10.00am – 11.30am:  Drop in at St Mary’s. Drop in for a free cup of tea or coffee. 
 

St Michael and All Angels’, Hopton Wafers 

Sunday 5th May: 9.30am Eucharist 
Sunday 19th May: 9.30am Eucharist 

 
St John the Baptist, Doddington 

Sunday 5th May: 11.00am Eucharist 
Sunday 19th May:        3.00pm Evening Prayer 

 
All Saints’, Neen Sollars 

Sunday 5th May:  11.00am Village Worship 
Sunday 12th May: 11.00am Village Worship 
Sunday 19th May: 11.00am Village Worship 

Sunday 26th May:  11.00am Village Eucharist 
  

St George’s, Milson 

                                            Sunday 5th May: 6.00pm Even Song 
Sunday 19th May: 11.00am Parish Eucharist 

  
St Mary’s, Neen Savage 

Sunday 5th May: 6.00pm - Evening Prayer (BCP)  
Sunday 19th May: 9.00am – Parish Eucharist (BCP) 

 
St John the Baptist, Kinlet 

Sunday 12th May: 11.15am – Parish Eucharist (BCP) 
Sunday 26th May: 6.00pm- Evening Prayer (BCP) 

 
Leadership Team:  

Rector: Reverend Prebendary Ashley Buck: 07477 165602 
Curate: Reverend Sarah Lupton 

Church Office: Open Tuesday & Thursday 8.00am – 2.00pm Email: cleoburychurch@hotmail.com 
Website: www.cmbenefice.com                                                          
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Mark Pearce 
Landscape, Design and Rustic Garden Furniture 

Top Quality Fully Treated Timber Products 
Tel: 01746718404 Mobile: 07875425028 

And Much More 

 Fencing  
 Patios  
 Drives  
 Decking  

 Garden Sheds  
 Summer Houses  
 Fence Panels  
 Log Stores 

 

• UPVC Fascias & Guttering 
• UPVC Windows, Doors &  
 Conservatories 
• General Home Improvements 

Free No-Obligation quote.  FENSA registered company with years of experience 

• Re-roofing & general building 
work 

• Replacement Glass 
• Patio Jet Washing 

Call on: 07807 759595 or 01584 890681  
Www.skellernsdoorsandwindows.co.uk  
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Philip Dunne’s Letter from Westminster

Last month, at the request of local farmers, I 
chaired a meeting at which West Mercia’s 
Police and Crime Commissioner and 
Superintendent for Shropshire spoke to those 
concerned about a recent spate of burglary of 
farm machinery. 
   I engage regularly with farmers from around 
South Shropshire, in particular through the 
local National Farmers Union groups, so had 
been aware that thefts of agricultural 
machinery and vehicles had become a rapidly 
growing concern in our community. I had 
raised the issue previously with our Police and 
Crime Commissioner, John Campion. 
    At the meeting, he and other officers 
involved were able to provide insights into Op 
Gander – an eight-month investigation into 
serious and organised rural crime launched by 
West Mercia Police last summer, following a 
spate o f agr icu l tura l c r imes around 
Shropshire. So far, Op Gander has resulted in 
the arrests of eight men from across 
Shropshire, six of whom were charged for 
some 80 separate offences in Shropshire and 
Mid-Wales, mostly for the theft of high value 
vehicles, including tractors, 4x4 vehicles and 
ATVs. 
   This effort to crack down on rural crime has 
been helped by the fact West Mercia now has a 
record number of police officers, at 2,520, with 
more being allocated to South Shropshire to 
help improve local visibility and resourcing. 
This reflects the government delivering on its 
2019 manifesto commitment to recruit 20,000 
more police officers across the country.
   Last year, the government also passed the 
Equipment Theft (Prevention) Act, which will 
help prevent theft by requiring immobilisers 
and forensic marking to be fitted as standard 
to new agricultural equipment.
   But there are also steps we can all take to 
ensure vigilance in the community, such as 
j o i n i n g We s t M e r c i a ’ s R u r a l  Wa t c h 
programme. 
   By engaging Safer Neighbourhood teams 
directly with rural  communities, Rural Watch 
aims to reduce local opportunities for 

crime  and vandalism; reinforce community 
spirit so that everyone can contribute towards 
the protection of their property; introduce 
early warning systems in the farming and 
countrys ide areas ; and improve the 
intelligence flow between rural  communities 
and police. More information can be found on 
W e s t M e r c i a ’ s w e b s i t e 
www.westmercia.police.uk. 
   Since 2010, crime excluding fraud has fallen 
by 55 per cent, and Shropshire has the lowest 
crime rate of all the county areas in West 
Mercia (of Herefordshire, Worcestershire and 
Telford & Wrekin). 
    But I am also aware of wider concerns about 
retail crime such as shoplifting, so I welcome 
the government’s plan, announced last month, 
to help crack down on this threat to our high 
streets. 
   Assaulting a retail worker is being made a 
standalone criminal offence, and the 
government is clamping down on offenders 
who repeatedly target the country’s high 
streets, with serial offenders forced to wear 
tags to track their movements. Investment in 
facial recognition technology, alongside 
information sharing between the police and 
some of the largest retailers in the country, will 
help identify and catch criminals who 
repeatedly target shops. 
   On Thursday 2nd  May, voters in South 
Shropshire and across West Mercia will go to 
the polls to vote for their Police & Crime 
Commissioner. Having worked with John 
Campion for the past eight years, and knowing 
his focus and success in getting more officers 
into Shropshire, I firmly believe he is the best 
candidate to oversee the performance of West 
Mercia Police. 
     If you have particular concerns about 
criminality in your area, I would encourage 
you to engage with the officers in your Safer 
Neighbourhood Team, or email me at 
philip.dunne.mp@parliament.uk  and I will 
pass on your concerns to West Mercia Police. 

Philip Dunne

http://www.westmercia.police.uk/
mailto:philip.dunne.mp@parliament.uk
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01299 271 680
36 High Street  Cleobury Mortimer  near Kidderminster

Worcestershire DY14 8DQ

Retailers for Sanderson, Harlequin, Monkwell
Crowson and many more...

Comprehensive design, measuring and fitting service.

Masquerade
Soft furnishing and 
Interior Design Services

Fabrics Limited

Carole Clayton  -  Funeral 
Celebrant 

07971 543790. -  01584 890007 
www.preciousmemoriescelebrant.net 

Local, Qualified and Insured 
For a personal, bespoke service to 

HANDY MATT 
FOR ALL THOSE JOBS YOU NEED DOING OR NEVER GET 

DONE AROUND THE HOME AND GARDEN! 
CALL ME TODAY AND GET THEM DONE. 

RESTORATION, ROOFING, GUTTERING, BRICKWORK,  
REPOINTING, CARPENTRY, INSULATION, DECORATING,  

TILING, FLOORING, DAMP PROOFING, STOVE FITTING, GROUNDWORKS, 
LANDSCAPING,  PATIOS, FENCING,  

GARDEN MAINTENANCE. 

 
TEL: 07731 459631 

http://www.preciousmemoriescelebrant.net
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Stepping Out! Who’s Walking, When and Where.

ROCK 
PATHFINDERS

May’s walks for this busy 
local club:
   Thursday May 2nd, starting 
at 10.00 from the Hampstall 
Inn, Hampstall Lane, Ashley 
Burf, Stourport, DY13 0RY.
   Thursday May 16th, starting 
at 10.00 from Astley Village 
Hall, Stourport DY13 0RF.
   Further information at 
www.rockpathfinders.uk or 
call Alan on 01299 400304.

CMFA
Wet weather, muddy paths 
and waterlogged fields are a 
theme running through all the 
CMFA activities in April.  
  Eleven hardy people and a 
dog met on a very wet 
Sunday for the April Country 
walk.  This was meant to be 
our annual daffodil walk but 
conditions beyond the lovely 
blooms on the track to 
Musbatch were extremely 
muddy or waterlogged.   As 
an alternative the walk was 
based on CMFA Walk 14, A 
Walk in Three Parishes but in 
reverse.  The rain intensified 
a s w e w a l k e d d o w n 
Workhouse Bank to Broome 
Park where a shorter route 
along Common Lane was 
offered.  As everyone was 
already rather wet the vote 
was to carry on.  One of the 
party mentioned that his 
weather app was showing 
unbroken sun which added 
salt to the very wet wounds!  
The five mile walk held many 
interests but the highlight was 
to hear and see a curlew land 
in the field as we passed by.  
Enjoyed by all despite the 
weather.

  The May 5th walk will start 
at 10am from Cleobury Golf 
Club car park. This walk, like 
last year, supports SustFest 
Wyre Forest. We hope to see 
an abundance of bluebells. 
There are some damp patches 
so please wear adequate 
clothing to suit weather 
conditions.
  There is nothing to say about 
any work being carried out on 
the footpaths this month.  The 
April work-party had to be 
postponed to May.  The fields 
were so waterlogged that 
there was a great risk of the 
support vehicles becoming 
stuck!  Hopefully we will be 
a b l e t o c a t c h u p w i t h 
outstanding tasks as the drier 
weather comes.
   The first Walking for Health 
in April was possibly the 
wettest I have ever seen! 
Despite the weather  the 
group of walkers set out for a 
meander around Cleobury.  
Leaving the Market Hall we 
passed the playing fields, on 
to the skate park and then 
returning along Catherton 
Road, Tenbury Road and 
Eagle Lane.  The rather 
bedraggled group defiantly 
deserved the hot drink and 
cake courtesy of the Coco 
volunteers.   
  The first Awayday of 2024 is 
on Wednesday May 8th at Clee 
Hill.  Please meet at the Sports 
Centre car park where car 
share will be available to 
anyone needing a lift.  Those 
who prefer to make their own 
way, there is free parking at 
Doddington Village Hall.  
R e f r e s h m e n t s w i l l b e 
provided with a suggested 
donation of £3.00.  Fingers 

crossed for a dry day so we 
may enjoy the views while we 
walk.
  During most of these pieces I 
mention the CMFA Walk 
leaflets.  There are twenty 
four in the series covering 
walks of about five to six 
miles usually incorporating a 
shorter route.  They all have a 
map, a detailed description 
and interesting historical tip 
bits.  They are available at 
several places in Cleobury 
including Londis, Cleobury 
Country Centre/Library, 
Cleobury Mortimer Golf 
Club, The King's Arms and 
the Market Hall.
Veronica Hargreaves

JUST A REMINDER
If you just want to try one of 
the local walks to see if it suits 
you, you’ll be made very 
welcome. Walking for Health 
on the 8th and 22nd this 
month is a good starting 
point, from the Market Hall 
with a gentle pace over local 
p a t h s a n d n o t h i n g t o o 
demanding.  Ends back at the 
Hall where you’ll find the 
CoCo Coffee Morning in 
friendly progress.
   If you want to progress to 
more ambitious outings, do 
wear sensible shoes or boots 
and be prepared to experience 
mud and the occasional hill. 
The walk leader will help and 
explain if you need advice. 
The combination of good 
company, great countryside 
and fresh air is a very 
worthwhile experience. The 
Footpath Association is 30 
years old and is still attracting 
new members, so we must be 
doing something right.

http://www.rockpathfinders.uk
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Email th  ecwcafe@gmail.com   to book

We are really happy to announce that we are adding to our Men’s Shed.  We
now have workshops on a Tuesday and a Thursday 10.30 till  12.30 Last
session of the year to be on 14th December.

We are looking for people to join our Knit and Natter afternoons on a 
Tuesday 1.30 till 4.00

The Community Workshop and Cafe

Tel: 07984 354682         @thecwcafe  Email: thecwcafe@gmail.com Park Alley, Bewdley.  www.thecwcafe.uk
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Clarion Clippings -  The Local News

                

 

   

 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY
CLEOBURY

WASH HOUSE
It’s a constantly busy place 
on the High Street . I t 
opened 10 years ago on May 
10th and at first you did 
wonder what all those 
machines were about. The 
lady who knew was Sharon 
Wakeman, who could see a 
business opportunity and 
she was also married to a 
very good electrician who 
could instal the machines 
and keep them working 
reliably.
  

 The place is run by this 
team of smiling ladies. From 
the left they are part-timer 
Holly, Scarlet, manager 
Serena and Hayley. There’s 
also van driver Miranda, 
who was far too busy to 
stand still for a photo. She’s 
there jus t on Fr idays , 
covering up to 100 miles 
collecting and delivering the 
laundry. 
   The range of machines 
reaches far beyond what 
most people would expect, 
like a washing machine 
specifically for pet bedding 
and coats, plus equestrian 
rug cleaning and they even 
h a v e a s l e e p i n g b a g 
washing service . Shir t 
washing and ironing? Step 
this way.
   For a modest sized 
premises in a small country 
town, they stretch out across 
the county far beyond the 
local market. The thinking 
behind this small place is 
big; there’s nothing wrong 

with ambition and they 
prove that point very well.
   Ask the staff what they 
think is good about the job 
and the answers are a clue 
to how they work. “I enjoy 
just helping people” and 
“The attention to detail”. 
There’s an air of pride in the 
work they do, with smiles 
along the way.  
   Ten years on, heaven 
knows how many people 
they’ve served and how 
many sheets, blankets, calf 
rugs (!) and just plain 
clothing items they’ve got 
t h r o u g h . I t w i l l b e 
interesting to see how many 
birthday cards they get on 
the 10th, when they’ll be 
cutting the cake and maybe 
sharing a Prosecco with 
customers. 
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Come and see us at our riverside offi  ces located in the heart of Bewdley at 
18 Severn side South.

With over 30 years’ experience, Mandy and her team off er a personal and 
professional service  specialising in will drafting, lasting powers of attorney, 
deputyship applications and probate.

Contact Mandy Weston Phone 01299 405873 Mobile 07931 411733
Email enquiries@westonswillsandprobate.co.uk Website www.westonswillsandprobate.co.uk

Address 18 Severnside South, Bewdley, Worcestershire DY12 2DX

“Great expertise and a 
friendly professional manner”

Previous clients feedback has included the following comments:
“I’ve used Mandy at Westons Wills and Probate numerous times over 
recent years covering all aspects of her expertise. Her guidance on the way 
forward and solutions to issues that she has suggested has been excellent. 
She is extremely communicative and responsive, and handles diffi  cult 
situations with compassion and empathy. I have happily and confi dently 
recommended her services to everyone I know that would benefi t from her 
services.”

“Mandy Weston of Westons Wills and Probate is a very professional and 
knowledgeable person. She has now become my ‘go to’ legal adviser 
and has taken on many legal tasks for me and my family. Wills, Probate, 
Inheritance Tax and Powers of Attorney. I trust her judgement and 
experience to act in mine and my family’s best interest. I would highly 
recommend her legal services to anyone.”

Tel: 01299 405873

N.R. Evans Landscaping 

Email: nrevansgardenmaintenance@gmail.com 
Call for a chat on 07535 902847 

Facebook: N.R.Evans Garden Maintenance  

• Grass cutting  

• Strimming 

• hedge cutting 

• garden and site clearance 

domestic and commercial customers welcome 

• Fencing, including: 
• Panel fencing 
• Post and rail fencing 
• Picket fencing 
• Stock fencing 



Cleobury Clarion - April 2024 
Page 31

Scan code to visit
our website

 

 

           If you would to talk about the market and its affecting your
           property value or about an impending move, please do not
           hesitate to contact us for a chat.

The August market has shown signs of improvements from recent months, with property enquiries up across
the board against July. Increased confidence is helped by some lenders reducing rates as we advised last
month and with buyers having eyes on a move before Christmas.
 
After the initial start of the school holidays quiet period where most Brits take their summer getaways, August
leading into September is where we traditionally see more properties come to market hoping to complete on a
purchase before the festive period. We are now 16 weeks away from Christmas which is the average time a
property transaction takes from sale agreed to exchange of contracts - a scary thought of how quickly the year
 is going!
 
Nationwide reported on 1st September that house prices are 5.3% lower compared to August last year in the
biggest annual decline since 2009 - unsurprising given higher borrowing costs for buyers after the regular
Bank of England base rate rises over the last two years. It's important to note that while property prices have
reduced, the last two years have seen average property price rises of 20-25% so for homeowners selling, they
are likely to have to accept less than previously but can also be likely purchasing for less.

If you would to talk about the market and how its affecting
your property value or about an impending move, please
do not hesitate to contact us for a chat.

     April’s housing market has continued its steady pace seen in the first quarter of the year with a
     boisterous number of homeowners looking to make a move in 2024. In Q1 of the year, we saw
     767 property listings across Kidderminster, Stourport-on-Severn, Bewdley and Cleobury Mortimer,
     which is significantly up from 547 in 2023. Sales numbers were also up but at a lower uplift, with
     470 this year compared to 407 in 2023. The number of properties on the market is currently giving
     plenty of choice to buyers looking to purchase.
 
     With the news that inflation has slowed to 3.2% in UK there is hope that mortgage rates will reduce
     later this year, with the Bank of England’s base rate currently at 5.25%. The average two-year fixed
     mortgage rate is just above 5.7% which is down significantly from the high of 6.86% in July last
     year but a long way off the ultra-low rates we saw in 2021. The next base rate review is on 9th May
     with most financial experts predicting no change until later in the year.
 
     With a housing market with plenty of stock available, it is as important as ever while selling to stand
     out from the crowd in order to entice buyers to your home.
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 Alan Smith Aerials 
 

Digital TV  Installations. 
 

Freeview aerials fitted and distributed around the house. 
 

Freesat box, dish, and cable supplied and fitted. One off 
payment, No contract or subscription required. 

 

Extra points, Repairs, New fits, Set ups, Multi room. 
 
 

 

All work is carried out by a Local, fully qualified and 
insured installer. 

 
 

 

01299 270007 or 07970 675728 
 

   Claire Bradley  
     Floral Designs 

Florist for all occasions, specialising in wedding and 
funeral flowers  

 
Winner of the Matrimony Award 2020 Best Wedding Florist 

Nominated for 2021 Matrimony Awards 
   

Christmas workshops available 

Email:clairebradley1@icloud.com 
01299 270415 or 07980 580770 

 

 SINGING LESSONS  
Professional singer and 

experienced teacher recently 
moved to this area  
Vacancies available  

All styles, ages, standards welcome 
Contact Angela Kazimierczuk on  

07870 506655 

CARTER’S ANTIQUES 

We are looking to purchase all manner of  
antiques, jewellery, coins, medals  

and curiosities. 
 

For a free valuations kindly telephone 
John Carter: 07779 311792 

Or email: johnbarney743@gmail.com 
 

 

			G	W	
Tree	Stump	Removal	

Commercial	and	residen7al.	
Fully	insured,	qualified	and	professional.	

Your	property	le@	neat	and	7dy.	
Happy	to	give	quotes	with	no	obliga7on.	
Ring	Sam:			07787095668	or	01299832549	
Email:		sam@gwstumpremoval.co.uk	
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Simon Morton In The Garden

Dear Monty Don – What Are You 
Keeping From Us?

In his enchanting and weed-free world of 
gardening, Monty Don paints a serene picture—
one where the delicate art of horticulture is 
blissfully accompanied by a furry companion 
trotting along the flowerbeds. 

Each week, Monty effortlessly shares the 
screen with a canine confidante by his side, 
inspiring the nation to grow bigger/better/
prettier flowers (and prompting a few of us to 
wonder what the deal is with his collection of 
Liberty print scarves). The dog element of his 
brand is so strong that he’s penned whole books 
that extoll the virtues of dogs in the garden. A 
quick nose through any of these tomes is enough 
to make you want to buy a French chore jacket, 
grab a trowel, and adopt a Labrador. 

It’s all very charming…
However, it’s here that I must interject a 

reality check courtesy of my own excitable fox-
red Labrador puppy, Maggie. Based on my 
hands-on, dirt-under-the-fingernails experience, 
I’m starting to suspect Monty might be glossing 
over a f ew gr i t ty de ta i l s . Gardening 
accompanied by a puppy—specifically Maggie
—is a royal pain in the bum.

Exhibit A - Sowing
I love sowing. There’s something very 

special about reaching the unique meditative 
state achieved when you combine packs of 
seeds, piles of finely tilthed compost, a flask of 
coffee, and the gentle whisper of a radio—pure 
bliss. Hours can—and do—fly by in the Zen-like 
calm of placing tiny seeds into tray upon tray. 

At least, that’s how it used to be. 
This year, Maggie has redefined ‘gardening’ 

with a chaos theory all her own. Let the record 
state that it’s tricky to maintain inner peace 
while a puppy whirlwind upends trays and 
joyfully runs around with pilfered plastic pots.

Exhibit B - Garden Machinery
To t r y a n d s i d e s t e p t h e s e l i v e l y 

interruptions, I moved on from sowing to power 
washing my greenhouse. Regular readers might 

question the wisdom of introducing loud 
equipment into the mix when the very same 
puppy ‘has previous’ for cowering at cars that 
pass 200 metres from our door. Bizarrely, 
however, Maggie would seem to love garden 
machinery - the more dangerous, the better. My 
chainsaw is her latest obsession, which is 
concerning not only from a health and safety 
perspective but also incredibly confusing when 
remembering this is the same dog who went into 
a five-day panic after I put up the rotating 
clothesline.

Exhibit C - Keeping the Place Shipshape 
I’m not a particularly grumpy man. 
And I’ll confess to not being a particularly 

tidy man. 
But after spending hours washing down the 

greenhouse, my patience was tested when 
Maggie started jumping gleefully at the glass 
with the muddiest of paws. This was followed 
almost immediately by her shaking herself so 
that tiny droplets of mud rained down on the 
few panes of glass that had escaped her paws. 
Jackson Pollock would have been proud.

And then, just as I start to run short of 
patience and sanity, she’ll look at me with that 
stupid face of hers, and all is forgiven. God, I love 
that dog. 

All soppiness aside, the question remains: 
What are you keeping from us, Monty? How do 
you manage the serene images of gardening 
with your dogs when I’m here strategising 
garden activities like a military operation to 
accommodate Maggie’s boundless energy?

Perhaps dogs like Monty’s wonderful Nigel 
(RIP) are a once-in-a-lifetime phenomenon. My 
guess is Maggie isn’t that dog, so I’ll continue to 
adapt my approach to gardening (more time 
chasing, less time relaxing) and reconcile myself 
to the fact that every day outside with Maggie is 
an adventure, and each muddy paw print is a 
reminder not to take this whole horticulture 
business too seriously. 

Simon Morton
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Paul Harding                         Tree Services

• Tree surgery and felling
• Woodland thinning & maintenance

• Hedge trimming & grass cutting
• Supplier of hardwood logs, kindling and garden bark

•NPTC certified fully insured. Domestic and commercial work undertaken.
Tel 01584 890 993   Mob 07970 878 224

s 

/CMBespokecare 
/cmbespokecare  

Ground Floor Office Suite,  
Upper Baveney Park, 
Cleobury Mortimer, 

Kidderminster, 
DY14 8LF 

Tel: 01746 718816 
Email: cmbespokecare@outlook.com 

Ear Health Checks 

Wax Removal 

Hearing Screenings 

+ Much More 

 

SERVICES FREE 
FOR ALL CLIENTS! 

www.twswindowsanddoors.co.uk    sales@twshq.com    01562 822855 Unit 5, Lupin Works, Worcester Rd, Kidderminster DY10 1JR

WINDOWS

DOORS ROOF SYSTEMS

TRADE

Investing in our products will not only visually 
enhance your property but also offer the 
industry’s best in thermal performance 
technology and high security. All of our products 
are made to measure and can be customised in 
an array of colours and finishes to suit your home.

Walk in anytime! The showroom is 
open 6 days a week including 9am 
to 4pm on Saturdays, you can even 
bring your dog as our showroom is 
dog friendly too with fresh water, 
toys and treats to hand!

With over three decades in the industry we pride ourselves on 
offering extensive knowledge and a service you can rely on.

As comprehensive home improvement specialists, 
we take pride in installing a wide range of double-glazed 
products. TWS work with industry leaders and our 
employed fitters are CERTASS registered.
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Hollywaste Holiday Lets 
Our 2 bedroom (ensuite) cottage, sleeps up to 6 adults, situated in Hollywaste, Cleobury Mortimer. Fully equipped kitchen,  

open plan living room with log burner, dining area and downstairs WC.  Includes Freesat and fast WiFi.  There are enclosed & open 
decking areas outside, to take advantage of the beautiful countryside views, and a grassed area for outdoor games. 

Open all year round and welcomes adults, children, 1 large dog or up to 2 small dogs 
 

Discount of 10% available for locals simply quote “keepitlocal” at the checkout 
 

Events we can accommodate: 
Staycations, Pamper weekends , Shooting weekends , Wedding venue, Minimoon stays, Stargazing weekends,  

Cookery weekends & events, Camping and caravan pitches are also available! 
If you're interested in hiring our space or land for any event and time frame.  

Tel: 07962 151322  Email: hollywasteholidaylets@gmail.com FB: https://www.facebook.com/HollywasteHolidayCottage 
Website: https://hollywasteholidaylets.squarespace.com for more information 

 

Glenys Turpin Reflexology 

Diploma of The Bayly School of Reflexology ,             Member of The British Reflexology Association 

5 New Road, Cleobury Mortimer. glenturp@hotmail.co.uk  07763 332759 

Reflexology is a non-invasive form of complementary medicine. It 
involves a method of treatment in which pressure is applied to the 
feet or hands to treat a wide range of ailments and is effective in 

promoting deep relaxation and well-being. 

Reflexology does not claim to cure, diagnose  or prescribe. It may be 
used alongside orthodox  medicine and may be helpful with stress 

related symptoms and other conditions. 

For more help and information contact Glenys... 

MOBILE FOOT HEALTH CARE 
Providing a thorough nail and foot 

care treatment in the comfort of your 
own home.


Registered and insured practitioner.

STACEY WILLIAMS FHP Dip  RFHP 

07794 022 618
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🕉   BESPOKE YOGA TUITION  🕉  
Relax   Breathe   Stretch   Tone 

One to one Yoga lessons  
BWY trained teacher with over 15 years 

experience  
Can travel to your home 

Angela Kazimierczuk  
07870 506655 

Rachel Siddall  DipCFHP, MPSPract 
Footcare in the privacy of your own 
home: 
 
Nail trimming 
Ingrowing toenails 
Corn removal 
Thickening nails 
Callus reduction  
Verruca treatment  
Diabetic foot care 
 

Foot Health 
Practitioner 

07478 007913 

BODEN & SON Milk est. 2013 
Not only do we deliver fresh Mawley Milk from the farm to your doorstep, 

we also deliver: cream , eggs, butter, fruit juice & now….. 

Ashley’s fresh bread 
Telephone: 01584 891550           EMAIL boden6400@gmail.com 

Cleoburrs
We have a great range of stock! Competitive prices AND We are open 7 days 
Pop inside before you pop online!  
18 High Street, Cleobury Mortimer 
Tel: 01299 489590 
Email: cleoburrs.onthehighstreet@gmail.com 

Like our Facebook page CLEOBURRS


CARDS, GIFTS, HOMEWARE, HARDWARE AND 
EVERYDAY ESSENTIALS! 
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   All Aspects of carpentry work undertaken 
  Level 3 City & Guilds in Carpentry & Joinery, 20 years of experience 

   Tel: 07854 032750                   Email: duncpearce1@gmail.com 

NHS & private eye tests ♦ FREE children’s glasses 

www.cleoburyopticians.co.uk 
16 Church Street, Cleobury Mortimer, Kidderminster 

DY14 8BX 
Tel: 01299 270012

Email: cleoburyopticians@outlook.com 

FREE NHS glasses ♦ Home visits
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TOTAL PROPERTY  
MAINTENANCE 

Fireplaces built for multi-fuel burning stoves, 
Plastering, Building & General Maintenance 

Rob Taylor 
    Mobile: 07944 074540             Landline:01299 832734 

Email@ rptbuilding@hotmail.co.uk 

A M Plumbing & Heating 

*General plumbing 

*Bathrooms 

*Hot water cylinders 

*Central heating 

*Oftec approved 

*Oil boilers 

*Servicing 

*Power flushing 

Call Today: 07565 181554 

Lisa Steward Ironing services 

Please call: 07581065436 for more information 

Hopton Wafers 

Quality 
firewood 
for sale   

We source our wood from a 
reputable and sustainable source.

Can deliver up to 20 mile radius from  

Bayton (DY14 9NA). 

We can do multiple and large loads.  

Please call to enquire on pricing.

John Edwards  07531025018
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MRS GRUMPY

Yet another sexually related scandal at the 
'Mother of Parliaments'. This was caused by an 
MP receiving an unsolicited and somewhat 
suggestive message from 'Charlie' claiming 
aquaintance and asking for contact details of 
other like minded colleagues. The recipient 
c o m p l i e d a n d t h e n f o u n d h i m s e l f 
compromised. Boys, when are you going to 
start being driven by your brains and not by 
areas below the waist?. MPs are, wrongly it 
seems, given credit for a certain amount of 
intelligence and are a constant source of 
disappointment. No-one seems to have a clue 
as to 'Charlie's' identity other than to say that 
there is no suggestion that a foreign power was 
involved. So that's OK then as this just seems to 
be home grown stupidity....And as we go to 
press, another Tory MP is suspended due to 
alleged plundering of donations.
  At last our masters have finally had enough of 
Thames Water's shenanigens and have refused 
their demand that customers should be even 
more comprehensively screwed via their water 
bills. This is to get TW out of the deep financial 
hole they have dug for themselves. Enormous 
borrowings which have to be serviced and 
huge dividend payments have resulted in debts 
of around £18 billion. They wanted to increase 
customers bills by 40% which they said was 
necessary to get shareholders to stump up yet 
more cash to get them out of trouble but Ofwat 
has finally shown some backbone and refused. 
Thames are not alone in this as Severn Trent are 
looking for a 37% hike so will they get the same 
answer?. This decision does surprise me as I 
thought ministers would want to keep industry 
sweet as they are likely to be looking for 
alternative employment after the General 
Election. 
  There is some slightly better news for water 
companies on the reservoir front as planning 
permission for new projects has started to 
loosen. For years new approvals have been 
refused on the grounds that losses through 
leaks of  over 1.2 trillion litres in 2017 needed 

addressing first. This figure has improved 
slightly to only(!) 1.06 in 2021 so it seems to be 
one small victory to set against all the other 
losses if you pardon the pun...
  A sewer leak the other day resulted in sewage 
running into Pudding Brook. A Severn Trent 
team was quickly on the case and had it sorted 
within 3 hours. The cause? Wet wipes... So, well 
done ST for sorting it so quickly although it's a 
change to see them polluting our waterways by 
accident....
  S l i g h t ' e g g o n f a c e ' s i t u a t i o n a t 
Neighbourhood Watch which deluges us with 
E mails urging us not to fall for scams. It 
appears that there has been unauthorised 
access to members information on their system 
which has been addressed....
  Dear old Shropshire Council is now 
consulting on whether to charge us for our 
green bins which already happens elsewhere. I 
think Wyre Forest charges about £60 per year 
for this. Coupled with the threat that either the 
Bridgnorth or Craven Arms recycling site 
might shut (but not Shrewsbury...) this would 
be a double blow. Apart from increasing 
emissions as people burned their green waste 
or traipsed around the County with it, I 
wonder how the scheme would be operated 
and policed. Any revenue raised would have to 
be offset by the cost of running the scheme, not 
to mention the cost of clearing up the inevitable 
fly tipping that would ensue. I recall that, many 
years ago, when parking meters were first 
introduced in London - they charged 6d (2.5p) 
per hour- a review after some months showed 
that operating costs accounted for 90% of the 
revenue raised...
  Much Police activity in Cleobury the other 
day with some seven police vehicles near the 
school. Given how rarely we see even one, I am 
surprised that West Mercia have that many. 
Various wild rumours as to what it was all 
about but no doubt we will find out.

Ariadne J Grumpy



Cleobury Clarion - April 2024 Page 42

HIS & HERS

Dog Grooming Parlour
All breeds and 
Cross breeds professionally 
Trimmed and Groomed

 J. A. Guest
Tel: 07790 796 027

S. L. CARTER
PROFESSIONAL PAINTER AND 

DECORATOR

PLASTERING, TILING, COVING AND 
GLAZING

CLEOBURY MORTIMER
TEL: 01299 272868

MOBILE: 07815 483 029

More Clarion Smalls

Washing Machine 
Repairs and Sales 

JULIAN BREAKWELL 
Telephone 07791 633 746 

Repairs to all makes, including 
Bosch, Hoover, Zanussi and 

Hotpoint 
NO CALL OUT CHARGE 
FIXED LABOUR COST

Ever After     

Day Nursery 
Cleobury Mortimer 

Please contact us on 01299 272 777 
Or Call in to see us anytime. 

Friendly, Caring Environment for the Community 

 

Breakfast club 
After school club 
Holiday club 
“Forest schools” 

        outings 

15hrs education 
funding  
24U funding 
Age ranges: 3 
months to 11 
years 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Home Grown Meats 

 Cleobury Mortimer 
DY14 8LW 

07825030607 
www.littledetton.co.uk 

Free delivery for 
orders over £30 
within 10 miles 

Rare Breed Beef, Lamb, & Pork, Sausages, 
Bacon & Gammon, Free Range Chicken 

See us at the Farmers Market 

 

 

 
Fully qualified electrician and bathroom fitter with 

over 30 years experience 
 

 Electrical Installations & Repairs 
 Bathroom & Kitchen Installations 

 

Call Steve on: 07791 492 951 
enquiries@selectrical.co.uk 
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 Boiler servicing & repairs 
 Worcester Bosch installer 
 General plumbing work 

OIL BOILER ENGINEER 

 07974121297    billejbrown75@gmail.com    @wbrownplumbingheating 

 

Routine & Emergency emptying of Domestic & Commercial:- 

• SEPTIC TANKS 

• TREATMENT PLANTS 

• ALL SEWAGE SYSTEMS 

• BLOCKAGE CLEARANCE 

• GREASE TRAPS 
Throughout Herefordshire, Shropshire  & Worcestershire.   

Call us now for your free quote. 

SEPTIC TANK EMPTYING 
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THE NATIONAL 
GARDEN SCHEME

My name is Andy Chatting , 
County Organiser for the 
National Garden Scheme in 
Shropshire. I am reaching out 
to all parish magazines listed 
on the Council’s Directory in 
2024 with a view to looking at 
planning for 2025. I’m also 
t r y i n g t o w i d e n t h e 
appreciation of the work that 
we do as the National Garden 
Scheme.
   Every year amazing gardens 
throughout Shropshire open 
for the National Gardens 
Scheme which raises money 
for cancer and caring charities 
including Macmillan, Hospice 
UK, Parkinson's and Marie 
Curie. The Shropshire branch 
raised over £82,000 in the 2023 
season. This has already been 
passed to our beneficiaries.
   Shropshire NGS volunteers 
are on the look-out for anyone 
who would like to offer help 
with publicity, refreshments, 
del ivering booklets and 
welcoming our visitors. We 
are especially keen to find 
towns or villages who might 
consider coming together to 
make a garden trail.
   We are keen to look to the 
future and recruit more 
gardens, gardens owned and 
r u n b y y o u n g p e o p l e , 
community gardens, gardens 
in villages or towns that 
w o u l d b e s u i t a b l e f o r 
designing a garden trail 
around. 
   Any of your readers who 
might consider opening their 
gardens  or who would like to 
become part of our team and 
help raise funds for such good 

causes would be more than 
welcome to contact me.
Andy Chatting, Shropshire 
County Organiser, 07546 
560615

 CLEOBURY W.I.
April marked the beginning 
of the new year for the WI 
and began with a much 
n e e d e d t i d y u p o f t h e 
Centenary Garden leaving it 
spruced up ready for the 
Spring season. At the monthly 
meeting we enjoyed  a 
captivating talk from Dr Rob 
K e n n e t t o n t h e A r t o f 
Communication, specifically 
focusing on the Psychology of 
Listening. Sue Kershaw (Vice-
President standing in for 
President Judy Sant) chaired 
the meeting and introduced 
t h e C r a z y C o n d i m e n t 
Competition which has been 
set as a challenge by Team 
Member Viv Hollis. The idea 
i s t o h a v e a n o n - c r a f t 
competition for all members 
to find ‘wacky’ salt and 
pepper sets through charity 
shops, charity jumble or car 
boot sales. These charitable 
purchases will become a 
cheerful addition at WI 
W i n t e r W a r m e r S o u p 
Lunches.
  The Patch work sessions 
continue under the watchful 
e y e o f S a r a h W i l d e . 
Participants are looking 
forward to putting together 
their sampler quilts having 
learnt many new patchwork 
techniques. Sue Kershaw 
s h o w e d t w o c o m p l e t e d 
knitted/crocheted blankets 
ready for the Tiny Tots group. 
This project is ongoing if 
anyone can help.

The date for WI annual 
subscriptions has now passed 
a n d o u r m e m b e r s h i p 
continues to thrive. We are 
a l w a y s w e l c o m i n g n e w 
members throughout the year, 
so please contact Judy on 
0 1 2 9 9 2 7 0 9 8 3 o r e m a i l 
judysant10@gmail.com for 
further information. Check 
out the Cleobury Mortimer 
WI Facebook page!
Forthcoming dates:
Tuesday 14th May 7.30pm - 
M o n t h l y M e e t i n g w i t h 
s p e a k e r S u e B r o w n 
(Chiropractor) ‘Are you 
sitting Comfortably?’
20th May - Taster session at 
CM Bowling Club
3rd June  3pm - Afternoon Tea 
at the Fountain Inn

WOOD WORDS
The Bowls Club are back in 
action with the arrival of 
Spring, but Chris Smith is 
stuck for words after the team 
lost two games in the Sunday 
League. 
   But some good news is that 
a ‘Taster Day’ is scheduled for 
May 13th, when the curious 
amongst us can turn up and 
try for themselves. And a 
week later, on the 20th, they 
will be hosting Cleobury W.I. 
a s t h e y e x p l a i n a n d 
experiment with the art of 
precision bowling.
   There may be a separate 
report coming later this year, 
when the editor’s younger 
brother and his beloved come 
visiting and he’s been invited 
to bring his bowls and maybe 
try our green.

Clarion Clippings  -  The Local News

mailto:judysant10@gmail.com
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Cleobury Mortimer Golf Club

Membership available.

At Cleobury Mortimer Golf Club we believe that a really enjoyable golf day takes more than just a 
great golf course. We make sure that your whole experience, from the friendly welcome in the golf 

shop to your drinks and meal in our relaxed clubhouse, is all part of a day you’ll remember. 

sky

sky

Everyone Welcome
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STORAGE

Free insurance . Flexible Terms

Fixed Price Guarantee . No hidden costs

REMOVALS

Professional Removal Service

Est. over 25 years

PACKAGING MATERIALS

Boxes, Bubblewrap, Tape Etc. for sale

Free local deliveries on orders over £20

01562 744088
www.kidderminsterselfstorage.co.uk

Unit 11 Finepoint Way, Stourport Road, Kidderminter DY11 7FB

info@kidderminsterselfstorage.co.uk

 
kinlet c of e primary school 

Love to Learn – Learn to Love 

  

   

 Outdoor play areas       •  Small family atmosphere 
 Kind – Inspire – Nurturing – Learning – Eco-friendly -Teamwork 

www.kinlet.shropshire.sch.uk  admin@kinlet.shropshire.sch.uk 
Telephone: 01299 841210 
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festival at theat theat theat theat theedgeHopton Court, Cleobury Mortimer, 
Kidderminster DY14 0EF
Hopton Court, Cleobury Mortimer, 

19-21 July 2024

The longest running international
storytelling festival in England

edge

For more information: 

www.festivalattheedge.org
email: info@festivalattheedge.org
tel: 07544 044 126

Immerse yourself in the ancient art 
of storytelling.
Be prepared to have your spine tingled, your jaw dropped, 
your senses awakened! Suspend your disbelief and savour 
this delightful artform with stories for all ages.

We have an amazing line up of artists including...

●  Storytellers - Len Cabral, Shonaleigh, 
Sahand Sahebdivani

●  Musicians - Ciderhouse Rebellion and Jesse 
Summerhayes (poet), Dan Walsh, Time Bandits

Plus lots more on our website & more to be announced!

●  Dedicated children’s programme and 
circus activities

● International and top-class performers together 
with the best new talent

●  Exciting workshops and activities including: 
storytelling and music, tai chi, story rounds, 
and much more

●  Excellent locally sourced food and ales 
in our Speakeasy bar

●  Late night story sessions around the firepit

Stories in your heart and songs in your head. Listen to them, 
tell them, sing them, and join in this fabulous experience.

*Photo Credits: Len Cabral - Jim Hooper, Shonaleigh - Katherine Betteridge

*Len Cabral Dan Walsh

Ciderhouse Rebellion Sahand Sahebdivani

Time Bandits

*Shonaleigh

FATE A4 Flyer March 2024.indd   1FATE A4 Flyer March 2024.indd   1 11/03/2024   10:3711/03/2024   10:37
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REUPHOLSTERY SERVICES:

• AUTOMOTIVE

• CARAVANS

• CAMPER VANS

• TRADITIONAL & MODERN

• COMMERCIAL & BESPOKE

• DOMESTIC

•  CARPET & UPHOLSTERY CLEANING 
(in partnership with WE GLEAM)

OVER 30 YEARS EXPERIENCE

Unit 19 Old Station Business Park, Cleobury Mortimer, DY14 8SY
07961 712683    /    07961 792103

www.everythinginterior.co.uk
email: everythinginterior@outlook.com

CONTACT US TODAY

BEFORE AFTER



Cleobury Clarion - April 2024 Page 50

Reclaimed Building Materials
and Architectural Antiques

Station yard, Station road,
Woofferton, Ludlow SY8 4AW

WWW.LUDLOWSALVAGE.CO.UK

07805 312168

ludlowsalvage@gmail.com

/ludlowsalvage

/ludlowsalvage



Cleobury Clarion - April 2024 Page 51

 

• Rubber, Fibreglass & Felt 
• Re-pointing & Chimney Repairs 
• Fascias & Guttering 

Take advantage of our offer: Replace your flat roof Making EPDM (rubber) your 
choice for a long lasting, weatherproof & high slip resistant membrane, with a 

lifespan of 50 years, get it for the same price as felt, which only carries a 10 year 
guarantee! 

Replace your flat roof with EPDM (rubber) & add a skylight or lantern,  
giving extra light to your room starting from as little as £400!! 

Freephone 0800 0855277 * 07538 471274 
Www.onestop-roofing.co.uk 
onestoproofinguk@gmail.com 
 

Family business est. 35 years. 
All repair work undertaken 

 

 

 

• Rubber, Fibreglass & Felt 
• Re-pointing & Chimney Repairs 
• Fascias & Guttering 

Take advantage of our offer: Replace your flat roof Making EPDM (rubber) your 
choice for a long lasting, weatherproof & high slip resistant membrane, with a 

lifespan of 50 years, get it for the same price as felt, which only carries a 10 year 
guarantee! 

Replace your flat roof with EPDM (rubber) & add a skylight or lantern,  
giving extra light to your room starting from as little as £400!! 

Freephone 0800 0855277 * 07538 471274 
Www.onestop-roofing.co.uk 
onestoproofinguk@gmail.com 
 

Family business est. 35 years. 
All repair work undertaken 

 

 

CLEOBURY SEAFOOD & FREEZER CENTRE 
6, Newhouse Farm,  Tenbury Road , Cleobury Mortimer DY14 8RD 

For enquiries or to place an order, phone  Ann 07711875553 

Opening Times   Closed Monday, Tuesday to Friday  9.30 to 4.30  Saturday 9.30 to 12.30 

Top  most popular products 
 Fish Cod, Haddock, Kippers, Sea bass, Red Snapper, Tuna, Swordfish, Salmon & 
more 
Seafood Calamari, Whitebait, Scallops, Raw King Prawns, Fish pie mix 
Bennet Ice Cream 
Curries and Mr Daves Curries 
Dairy Cream Cakes Éclair  Finger Donut, Scones , Apple Turnovers 
Frozen Fruit  
Blueberries, Blackberries, Blackcurrants, Summer Fruits, Raspberries & more 
Hot Puddings Treacle, Sticky Toffee, Chocolate, Jam  
Suet Puddings ,Steak and Kidney and Steak and Ale 
 

I have a new Website under construction, and will be ready very soon 

Gluten Free, Vegan,  Dairy Free, Vegetarian  
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Community Contacts for Clarion Readers
CEMETERY ADMINISTRATOR Theresa Ray 07703 965 064 theresa.ray@cleobury.org.uk

CLEOBURY COUNTRY CENTRE 01299 272300 In Love Lane, 9 to 5 Mon to Fri.
CLEOBURY DENTAL PRACTICE 01299 271747 www.cleoburydental.co.uk  

CLEOBURY CARERS Michelle 01743 341995 carerssupport@shropshire.gov.uk 

CLEOBURY COMPASSIONATE 
COMMUNITIES

Katja Jones 07966 080111 Tuesday and Thursday at the Medical Centre

CLEOBURY LIBRARY 01299 272301 Open 9 to 7 Mon, 9 to 5 Tues/Fri, 10 to 1 Sat.
LOCAL POLICE

CLEOBURY MORTIMER SCOUTS Lowri Hughes cleoburybeavers@gmail.com  

CRIMESTOPPERS Free Police 
contact

0800 555 111 Talk in confidence, to report any crime.

DOMESTIC VIOLENCE 
HELPLINE

0800 783 1359 Women’s Aid, 24 Hour support:

HOME FROM HOSPITAL Age UK 01584 878046 Help over the first weeks back home

MARKET HALL Sam 07385 698574 markethall@cleobury.org.uk 

MEDICAL CENTRE 01299 270209 Out of surgery hours, use the Shrop Doc Service.

SHROPHIRE DOCTORS 111 Service available evenings and weekends

THE MEN’S SHED Pete Blackburn 07776 243 584 petblack@me.com 

THE PHARMACY 01299 270219 Closes for half day on Saturday. Delivers 
prescriptions

ST ELIZABETH’S R.C CHURCH Angela Flowers 01299 270318 Sunday Mass at 9.00am

NIGHTINGALE NURSING FUND Rosemary 
Abbiss

01746 718451

TOWN COUNCIL (Clerk) Dorothy McBride 01299 271154

St MARY’S YOUTH PROJECT Mark Greaves 07828 116810 mark.stmarys@live.co.uk 

SHROPSHIRE COUNCIL 0345 678 9000

S. SHROPSHIRE YOUTH FORUM 01584 874922

VOLUNTARY CAR SCHEME Mandy Smith 01299 666119

WASTE DISPOSAL 0345 678 9007 The contractor is Veolia

WATER SUPPLY EMERGENCIES Severn Trent 0800 783 4444

NEWLIFE CHURCH Pastor E Stirrup 01562 630595 Sunday services at 10.30

1
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SOLAR PV

EV CHARGERS

AIR SOURCE
HEAT PUMPS

GROUND SOURCE
HEAT PUMPS

BATTERIES

VENTILATION

UNDERFLOOR
HEATING

RADIATORS

With over 130 years combined experience, we are keen to help
with all your energy enquiries and deliver impartial advice.
Totally free desktop quotes for Solar PV and Heat Pump systems
completely unique to your property to show you exactly how
much you could save. 
Self-consumption gadgets to help you utilise all of your generated
energy. Whether its a Smart Electric Car Charger, Immersion
Diverters or Battery Storage Units, we can help you become more
independent from the grid. 
Ensure your heating is as efficient as possible, through underfloor
heating installation, radiator upgrades and smart hot water
cylinders. 
Advice on all Government Grants and Incentives. 
Local support with annual servicing through our in-house EZCare
package.

EnergyZone is one of the largest renewable energy companies in the
Midlands, having provided domestic and commercial sustainable
energy solutions for over 20 years. 
Based next to Hobsons Brewery in Cleobury Mortimer, we are your
local experts in renewable and low carbon energy. 
 
The current energy crisis has been incredibly eye-opening as we
come to realise how reliant we are on other countries for fuel.
Wouldn't it be nice to become more independent and less reliant on
the volatile energy prices... well, that's where we can help!
 
What can EnergyZone Offer? 

About usOur Services

01299 270011

sales@energyzone.co.uk

For your peace of mind, EnergyZone has the following accreditations:

Get in touch today to start renewing your energy!
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Ludlow Motors

We service all
popular makes &

models.

All Makes & Models
Serviced from £199.

Fully Electric
Servicing From £99.

Spread the cost with a Service Plan from £17.99 per month. 

Ludlow Motors   Bromfield Road, Ludlow, Shropshire SY8 1EN         01584 876 444          www.ludlowmotors.co.uk

Motability Scheme 

Nothing should stop you living a full life, with independence
and freedom. The Motability Scheme opens the doors to
those things, with worry free motoring that helps you to keep
moving.

The New Corsa is available
with a petrol or fully electric
engine. A next-generation
51kWh battery with all-electric
range of up to 246 miles. 

The Astra 100% Electric.
114kW Electric motor
(158PS) with 54kWh
battery. 258 miles of
Electric range. 0 grams of
CO2 emissions.

Mokka Electric is powered by
a next generation 50kWH
lithium-ion battery. It'll take you
up to 209 miles (preliminary
WLTP)1 on a single charge. 

Enjoy the power of an 83 HP
engine, with a CO2 output as
low as 106 g/km (WLTP
combined). When you choose
a Swift with mild hybrid, a little
goes a long way.

Designed for all
conditions, and we don't
just mean the weather.
From school runs to
weekend getaways, the
Vitara takes you
anywhere you want (or
need) to go.

Our latest S-Cross
comes with the choice of
either Mild Hybrid or Full
Hybrid technology,
supported  by a dynamic
and  responsive petrol
engine.

Service

Routine servicing is an important part of keeping your
vehicle at its best condition, delivering a top driving
experience.
Drive confidently knowing your vehicle is working at its best
with us.

Vauxhall Suzuki
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Wed. 1st.  GARDEN AND FOOD WASTE BINS EMPTIED TODAY
                  6.00 to 7.00. Late Night at the Food Bank in the Market Hall.

     7.30. Whist Drive at Doddington Village Hall.  Sonia Pearsall 01584 890874.
                 10.00 Rock Pathfinders walk begins at the Hampstall Inn, DY13 0RY PAGE 27
Sun.  5th. 10.00  CMFA Bluebell Walk starts from the Golf Club car park. PAGE 27
Tue.  7th. 2.00  Carer Peer Support Group meet at St Mary’s place Support Centre.
Wed.  8th. 10.00 CMFA Awayday starts at the sports hall car park, at Doddington. PAGE 27

     10.00. Walking for Health starts from the Market Hall in Church Street. PAGE 27
      10.00. CoCo Coffee Morning offering very fine cake, tea and coffee.

                  12.30.  Joint Soup Lunch at Hopton Bank Chapel. PAGE 15
Thu.  9th GENERAL WASTE BINS EMPTIED TODAY
Fri. 10th.  10.00. Coffee Morning at Doddington Lodge PAGE 32
                  10.00. Annual Plant Sale at Victory Hall, Clows Top PAGE 5

     8.00. Bingo Night at Doddington Village Hall.
Sat. 11th. 10.00  Cleobury Gardeners Plant Sale, Market Hall, Church Street              PAGE 59
                   7.00  Preloved Fashion Show and Sale , Farlow and Oreton Village Hall. PAGE 15
Sun.12th to Sat 18th: CHRISTIAN AID WEEK. PAGE 9
Mon. 13th  7.00. Bowls ‘Taster Day’ at the town’s Bowls Club. PAGE 44 
Wed. 15th.        GARDEN AND FOOD WASTE BINS EMPTIED TODAY
                    7.30 Whist Drive at Doddington Village Hall.
Thu. 16th. 10.00. Rock Pathfinders walk out from Ashley Village Hall, DY13 0RF PAGE 27
Fri. 17th. 7.00 Quiz Night at Hopton Wafers Victory Hall. PAGE 5
                7.15  Quiz Night at Clows Top Victory Hall. PAGE 5
Sat. 18th. 9.00. Cleobury Country Farmers Market, in and around the Parish Church.
                 6.00. Hopton Wafers Annual Parish Meeting. At Doddington Village Hall! PAGE 7
Mon. 20th. 7.00. Cleobury W.I. visit the Bowls Club to maybe learn the art. PSGE 44
Wed. 22nd.       GENERAL WASTE BINS EMPTIED TODAY
                     10.00. Walking for Health starts from the Market Hall. PAGE 27
                     10.00  CoCo Coffee Morning again. Do try the cake - you’ll see why they’re busy.

       6.00pm. Clows Top Garden Club visit Coddington Vineyard. PAGE 5
Sat.  25th.  10.00  Coffee Morning at 8 Catherton Close, Shaunah Murrell’s house. PAGE 9
Mon.  27th.  Duck Races on the River Teme in Ludlow, all for charity.          PAGE 13

      2.00  Garden Party in aid of Melville Chapel and CEVIC School in Uganda.         PAGE 15
Tue. 28th. 7.30 The Nearly Dead Poets’ Society meet at the library. PAGE 7
Wed. 29th. 7.30 Whist Drive at Doddington Village Hall.
Thu. 30th.     GARDEN AND FOOD WASTE BINS EMPTIED TODAY
Fri. 31st.     8.00. Bingo Night at Doddington Village Hall

AND LOOKING AHEAD TO JUNE
Wed.  5th.  GENERAL WASTE BINS EMPTIED TODAY
                        7.30. Whist Drive at Doddington Village Hall.8.00. 

REGULAR EVENTS OF INTEREST
Monday:  8.00. Bingo Night at the Market Hall, Church Street.
Tuesday:  8.00  Friendship Club meet at the Parish Hall.
Thursday morning:  Saint Mary’s Church coffee and chat session.
                  7.30. Tina Hobin’s Birth Dance and good health class meet at the Market Hall.

The Cleobury Clarion Social Calendar for May
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LET’S BEAT THE SCAMMERS
With April Fools day behind us, sadly there 
are those who would still try to fool us in a 
dozen different ways.   This month we are 
going to look at Telephone fraud. 

The number of “Nuisance” calls has risen in 
recent years from 21% to 40%, and according 
to OFGEN, nearly 40% of Scams start with a 
phone call. 

These scams involve fraudsters trying to gain 
your personal and financial information, and 
are often referred to as “Vishing” – an 
amalgamation of “Voice” and “Phishing”. 

Very often the fraudster has disguised their 
call identity by using an apparently legitimate 
number so appearing genuine; this is known 
as “Spoofing”. If you do receive a call from 
a company which is not expected then just 
hang up, wait for 10 minutes or so, or use 
another phone, and then call the real 
company back on a listed number from their 
website or letterhead. 

Common Phone Call Scams 

Technical Support scams - They may 
impersonate a company such as Microsoft or 
BT, and tell you there is a fault on your 
computer or Broadband. They then probably 
will ask you to download remote access 
software to gain access to your computer, or 
else install Malware on your computer. 

Impersonation Scams - Typically these may 
claim to come from your “Bank Fraud 
Department” telling you that your account or 
bank cards have been compromised and you 
need to transfer money to another so-called 
Safe Account, from where it 
vanishes.  Similarly, calls may come from 
fraudsters masquerading as a Police Officer, 
Utility Provider, HMRC or DVLA. 

Prize Draw Scams – “You have won the 
Lottery or a Prize Draw!” Sounds good but is 
it? You may think you never entered the 
competition but they will convince you that 
you have, then ask for your bank details so 
you can “receive” the prize 

Financial Scams – you are called with 
tempting offers for investing your money in 
funds, schemes or perhaps in Bitcoins with 
the promise of huge returns.  Since 2019, it 
has been illegal to make cold calls to sell 
Pension schemes, so any calls about 
Pension Schemes will be scams. This 
scheme may be extended in the future to ban 
any unsolicited financial cold call. 

How can you stay safe? 

Never give out your financial information over 
the phone, and just hang up if you are unsure 
about the caller’s identity Register for “TPS” - 
Telephone Preference Service - this prevents 
bona fide companies calling you so you will 
then know that any cold call is a fake.   
Scammers will often keep the phone line 
open after the call so even when you think 
you are calling a legitimate number you are 
still speaking to the fraudster. Wait for up to 
15 minutes or make the call using a different 
phone line or mobile. 

Take Five to Stop Fraud 
STOP: Taking a moment to stop and think 
before parting with your money or 
information could keep you safe.  
CHALLENGE: Could it be fake? It’s OK to 
reject, refuse or ignore any requests. Only 
criminals will try to rush or panic you.  
PROTECT: Contact your bank immediately 
if you think you’ve fallen for a scam and 
report it to Action Fraud 

ALWAYS REMEMBER: 
•    Avoid disclosing security details 
•    Emails, Phone Calls and Texts may not 
be authentic 
•    Always make direct contact with any 
organisation by using a genuine phone 
number  
•    Stop and Challenge any unexpected 
requests 
•    Protect others by reporting Fraud and 
Scams 
 
If you’ve fallen for a scam,  
report it to Action Fraud on 0300 123 
2040 or via actionfraud.police.uk 

Scam Text messages can be forwarded 
to 7726 to help phone providers take early 
action and block numbers that generate 
spam on their networks.  Forward Fake 
Emails received to 

 report@phishing.gov.uk 

If you think your bank account or personal 
banking details have been used fraudulently, 
as mentioned last month, then use the short 
phone number - 159 - to contact the Fraud 
Prevention Department of most major UK 
banks. 

Finally, while the details above are methods 
of reporting, please be assured that anything 
AND everything reported IS logged.    
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IN BUSINESS -  BILL’S QUALITY METALWORK
Bill Cleaver is a straight talking, 
down to earth chap with a lot of 
experience learned working with 
men who knew their trade. As a 
y o u n g m a n a t W e s t e r n 
Aggregates, part of the Readymix 
Concrete group, he put in the 
hours at a quarry under the eye 
of foreman Stan, who showed 
him how to operate a variety of 
machinery and how to mend it if 
it broke down. Which it did do, 
as you’d expect with the task of 
digging out stone to load in a 
crusher to produce aggregate. 
   The hours were long when 
demand was high. “Seven in the 
morning to six at night, five days 
a week, then we’d work at 
weekends if something needed 
mending.” That could be as much 
as 70 hours a week. 
   He’s full of praise for Stan, who 
taught him how to use the wide 
variety of machines that a quarry 
uses. And grins at the irony of the 
quarry being closed in 1985 and 
him driving one of the bulldozers 
that shifted waste to fill the great 
gap in the landscape. He found 
regular work there, driving an 
Aveling Barford bulldozer with a 
15 tons load capacity, loading 
aggregate at other sites to fill the 
crusher that produced aggregate 
for the Readymix demand.
   That demanding work didn’t 
last forever, like any physically 
demanding task and he moved 

on to contract work for the 
J a g u a r / L a n d R o v e r a s a n 
engineer in his own right. He and 
his family were living in Stock 
Cottage at Stock Green in rural 
Worcestershire, out beyond 
Worcester City. He bought that 
cottage in 1997 and operated as a 
private engineer until a change in 
family life saw him move west in 
2013 to Craven Arms, a town he’s 
grown very fond of with its 
lovely rolling countryside. He’s 
still operating as an engineer, 
doing forging work for customers 
in Redditch. He did try other 
work, as manager of an abattoir: 
“A killer of a job,” as he puts it 
with a quiet grin. Back to 
engineering, with a wide spread 
of customers as far away as 
Kidderminster, Lentwardine, 
Shrewsbury and Redditch; when 
you’re known for a good job, the 
work keeps coming in.
   He advertises carefully, in the 
Clarion, the Much Wenlock News 
and other specialist magazines. 
He does a lot of church work, like 
the double ladder access to the 
church at Clunton, designed, 
made and installed by Bill.
   At 70, he says he doesn’t want 
to work at 100mph. “I’ll just carry 
on,” he explains. “Because I enjoy 
what I do.” You won’t be 
surprised to read that he smiles a 
lot. He deserves it.

Where the man works. It’s an old 
fashioned workshop with tools 

going back years, but the skill to 
use them is all there.

The man himself. One highly 
skilled craftsman.

BILL’S QUALITY METALWORK 
5 GREENFIELD ROAD, CRAVEN ARMS, SY7 9QU 

Manufacturing Made to Measure Gates and Railings 
~Balconies and Staircases, Handrails, Carports, 

Structural Steelwork and Mobile Welding Service. 
Phone Bill on 07973 248 016 or 01588 673 914 

Office for a free quote
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 Report for  
Clarion – May 2024 

 

How to contact the Town Council 
Telephone: 01299 271154 or 07483 112290  
Email: council@cleobury.org.uk  
Speak to us at the Councillor Surgeries held on the third Saturday of every month in the Market Hall.   
 
Annual Town Meeting 
We held the Annual Town Meeting in the Market Hall on Friday 19th April.  Representatives from local 
community groups including the WI, Cleobury Gardeners, Cleobury Mortimer Footpath Association, 
Flourish and Nourish, Cleobury Community Hub, the Parish Hall, the Market Hall as well as the Town 
Council showcased what they do and their achievements over the last 12 months.  Town Council members 
and staff as well as Unitary Councillor Gwilym Butler were available to discuss community matters 
including planning, community services, upcoming events and future projects.  
 
Councillor Surgery  
Cllr Guy James attended the monthly Councillor Surgery held in the Market Hall, alongside the Farmers 
Market, on Saturday 20th April.  If you have an issue you want to raise, you can contact the office on the 
details above or drop into the next monthly Councillor Surgery on Saturday 18th May. 
 
D-DAY Commemoration/Celebration  
The 80th Anniversary of the D-Day landings is on Thursday 6th June.  Nationwide, there will be a number of 
ways that communities will pay ‘tribute’ to the thousands who sacrificed so much in helping secure the 
freedom we all enjoy today.  In Cleobury, we are working with St Mary’s and the British Legion to mark this 
occasion.  The bell-ringers will ‘Ring out for Peace’ at 6.30pm and we will light our Beacon on the Playing 
Field at 9.15pm. The Sports and Social Club will be open and refreshments will be available on the field too. 
 
Cleobury Festival  
This event is on Saturday 22nd June and starts at 12 noon on the Playing Field.  We have confirmed the 
falconry display;  live performances of dance, music and storytelling; a static motor vehicle show;  the dog 
show; craft, produce and table top stalls from local groups and organisations;  emergency services 
information stands;  various food and drink providers as well as the Sports and Social Club being open.  
There will be other events on in the evening including an 80’s disco in the Parish Hall. 
 
Grants available to community groups 
The Town Council has some funding available to support local community groups based in Cleobury Mortimer. 
Grants are available for activities or for equipment.   If you have a project or activity which would benefit from 
some financial support, please contact the Town Council for further information and an application form. 
 
Dates for your Diary 
Next Council Meeting - Tuesday 7th May 2024 at 6.30pm, at the Cleobury Country Centre.                            
Councillor Surgery – Saturday 18th May 2024, from 10am – 12noon, at the Market Hall. 
Cleobury Festival - Saturday 22nd June 2024, from 12noon – 7pm on the Playing Field. 
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KINLET
BOOK YOUR
MOT WITH US

Clarion Clippings  -  The Local News
CLEOBURY GARDENERS

On Monday 8th April, Claire 
Tatler, M.Hort, shared details of 
her professional experiences 
“Gardening in Historic Places”, a 
talk not so much about gardening 
and garden design, but how the 
act ivit ies of the propert ies 
themselves determined the way in 
which the gardens were planned 
and managed.  An opportunity 
had presented i tself which 
enabled her to start a new career 
in her much-loved interest, and 
she completed a three year 
Masters Degree with her thesis on 
“Control of Himalayan Balsam” 
winning her the Chitterden 
Memorial Award.
  Claire explained the main four 
scenarios which governed the 
presentation of historic properties: 
Totally private; private, but used 
f o r b u s i n e s s a n d i n c o m e 
generation; The National Trust; A 
professional gardener having total 
responsibility for planning and 
working a site.   
  She talked of several sites, but 
Combermere Abbey is the one 
really to explain her experience of 
a business and income generation 
site.   She joined Combermere 
Abbey, a privately owned, 5acre  
walled garden, as a trainee 
gardener.   The Abbey has been 
developed as a business offering 
licensed, very high-end weddings 
and associated celebrations.   
Weddings were Spring and 
S u m m e r, A u t u m n w a s f o r 
engagement parties, and the New 

Ye a r i n t o Wi n t e r w a s f o r 
marketing and promotional 
events for future wedding 
bookings, usually two years in 
advance.   Therefore, at any time, 
the gardens had to be immaculate, 
a c h i e v e d t h r o u g h t h e 
professionalism of a dedicated 
team, working together,   So NO 
downtime!
   The constraints on planning 
turned the normal gardening 
calendar on its head;  mulching in 
winter, pruning apples out of 
season, rushing or delaying 
growth of flowers for dressing the 
ceremony rooms. The choice of 
flowers grown was governed by 
their use, apart from their beauty 
and colour:  could they serve a 
dual purpose, would they hide 
some bare earth or a patch of 
failed planting, and their role in 
companion planting.   And very 
importantly, they had to be low 
maintenance.
The structural and architectural 
planting  was always designed 
with an eye to photography, with 
geometric layouts and topiary, all 
created to help capture stunning 
wedding memories.   And always 
the grass, gravel, paths, hedges, 
topiary and borders had to be 
immaculate and weed-free.
 Claire continued her presentation 
with her experience at Elton Hall 
in Ludlow – a private garden, and 
The Weir Garden, Hereford, for 
the National Trust, showing how  
the different sites required 
different working and planning.

Our next event is the fundraising 
Plant Sale at the Market Hall on 
Saturday, 11th May, 10am start.   
Hopefully we will see you there.
Linda Ashman, Secretary, email 
ashmanlinda240@gmail.com

D-DAY, BIG DAY
Greg Dare, RBL Parade Master,
will be joining a group of Light 
Infantry veterans in Normandy 
to march from Utah Beach to 
Pegasus Bridge to join the D-
Day Parade. All funds raised 
f rom the march wi l l be 
donated to the Care for 
Casualties charity, which 
supports veterans.
   Greg makes and sells 
horseshoe devices of all sorts 
in the name of Mad Dog 
Horseshoes. See him at the 
Farmers Market on the 18th to 
appreciate what clever work he 
does. Make a donation there or 
in the collection pots at 
Hobsons Brewery or the Talbot 
Hotel; ask for Greg’s D-Day 
pot. Or you can find him on 
Facebook and donate there.
    He’s been taking part in 
these walks since they started 
in 2018, meeting old comrades 
and new faces, all making an 
effort to support comrades in 
need and in memory of those 
who went off to fight for us 
and never returned. Let’s never 
forget how much we owe such 
men.

mailto:ashmanlinda240@gmail.com
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Gym
Exercise Classes

Sports Hall
Outside Astro Pitch

Netball 
Tennis Courts

Facilities Include: 

C L E O B U R Y

MON 7.30am - 10am
 10am-12.30pm GP Referral

 3.30pm - 10pm

TUE 3.30pm - 10pm

WED 7.30am - 10am
 4.30pm - 10pm

THU 4.30pm - 10pm

FRI 7.30am - 10am
 3.30pm - 10pm

SAT-SUN 7.30am - 1pm

Opening Times

Pre booking not required for Gym use.
Induction or Disclaimer required 
in advance of use. 

Pre-Booking required for Exercise classes 
Book online or at the Centre

Class TImetable

MON 9.15 - 10am  CARDIO PILATES 
  & STRENGTH
 6.30 - 7.15pm BODY PUMP          

TUES  9.15 - 10am  YOGA
 10.15 - 11am  YOGA
 6.15 - 7pm TRX

WED 5.15 - 6pm PILATES
 6 - 6.45pm CIRCUITS

THU 6 - 6.45pm STEP & SCULPT
 7 - 7.45pm SPIN

FRI 6 - 6.45pm STRETCH 
  & RELAX
 

TEME CLEOBURY
love lane

cleobury mortimer
DY14 8pe

 01299 271317

Hwww.teme-leisure.co.uk

DOWNLOAD OUR APP


